STATE OF ILLINO S
90TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

113t h Legi sl ative Day April 21, 1998

Speaker Madi gan: "The House shall cone to order. The Menbers
shall be in their chairs. W shall be led in prayer today
by Lee Crawford, the Assistant Pastor of the Victory Tenple
Church in Springfield. The guests in the gallery may w sh
torise tojoin us in the invocation."

Pastor Crawford: "May we el evate our hearts as well as our m nds.
Most gracious and al mghty God, our heavenly creator, who
has dom nion over life and death, grant to us the grace to
remenber with |ove and reverence that it is Your divine
will that we go forth in peace with courage. Holding fast
to that which is good, rendering to no one evil for evil
but strengthening the fainthearted, supporting the weak,
helping the afflicted and honoring all people and | oving
and serving themas well as You, nost gracious heavenly
Father. This we do pray. Anen."

Speaker Madigan: "W shall be led in the Pledge of Allegiance by
Representative Hartke."

Hartke et al: "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of Anerica, and to the Republic for which it stands,
one nation under God, indivisible, with |iberty and justice
for all."

Speaker Madigan: "Roll Call for Attendance. M. Cross.”

Cross: "Thank you, M. Speaker. All the Republicans are here
t oday. "

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Currie.”

Currie: "Thank you, Speaker. Please let the record show that

Representative Ronen is delayed by virtue of official
busi ness, and Representative Morrow i s excused because of
the flu."

Speaker Madigan: "Let the record reflect those excused absences.
The Cerk shall take the record. There being 116 Menbers

responding to the Attendance Roll Call, there is a quorum
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present. M. derk."

Clerk Rossi: "Introduction and First Reading of Senate Bills.
Senate Bill 1904, offered by Representative Flowers, a Bil
for an Act concerning financial managenent of insurers.
First Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Madigan: "On page 4 of the Calendar, on the Oder of
Constitutional Anmendnents - Third Reading, there appears
HIRCA 20, M. Lang. M. Cerk, has this been read in
full a third tinme?"

Clerk Rossi: "This Resolution has been read in full a third
time."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Lang."

Lang: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the House.
HIRCA 20 is | anguage that will amend the Constitution to
anend the section regarding the Courts Conm ssion. There
have been several 1ideas advanced in this area. The
| anguage | have adopted is exactly the sane |anguage as
proposed by the Governor. M. Brady, ny Cosponsor on this
Resolution, had a separate Amendnent on the Courts
Comm ssi on, but he has signed onto this one because, he, as
| agree, the Governor had the best plan fromthe beginning.
The reason we need this is because in the wake of the
Justice Heiple matter, the general public has had a concern
about the courts, the integrity of the process for
di sci plining judges, and accordingly, the thrust here is to
put nore public notice into the Constitution. Accordingly,
this Amendnent would add two public nmenbers to the Courts
Commi ssion, would create a nmechanismfor conflicts so that
a Suprene Court Justice, for instance, would not be
reviewing the conduct of a Suprene Court Justice and an
Appel l ate Court Justice would not be reviewing the conduct

of an Appellate Court Justice. It discusses the terns of
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the Menbers, appointnent of the Chair and all of the other
I ssues. It would retain in the House of Representatives
the power to inpeach judges and would not give that to the
Courts Conm ssion. Many have tal ked about other ideas for
amendi ng the Constitution in this area, but I think you'l
agree with ne that whenever we anend the Constitution of
the State of Illinois, it's a very serious matter, and we
should do the least we need to do when we nmake these
changes. Accordingly, the changes proposed here wll do
the job. It will restore to the general public the feeling
that the judiciary 1is accountable for its actions and be
properly disciplined when necessary. It's a small and
sinple change in our Constitution, and |I would ask your
support.”

Speaker Madi gan: "M. Black."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WIlIl the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Madi gan: "The Sponsor yields."

Bl ack: "Representative, as wusual you did an excellent job of

expl aining this proposed Amendnent, but unfortunately, the

noise level in the House is such | didn't... | didn't hear
everything | think | needed to hear. Could you... could
you illum nate one... one question that has conme up? WII

this comm ssion be the advisory or disciplinary body for

any conpl ai nts about judges, say fromthe circuit |evel up,

or does it only inpact the Illinois Suprenme Court?"
Lang: "Well, this doesn't change the current Constitution on
that, M. Black. This is for all judges, and so our

concern was that there not be public nenbers on this
comm ssion, so that the public would have input 1into the
pr ocess. And under t he current. .. The current

Constitutional provision does not have anything relative to
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conflict situations. So that... those two provisions have
been added to this. It does not change the current status

of the Courts Comm ssion, relative to what judges are
revi ewed. "

Bl ack: " Ckay. And does it allow for non... soneone who does not
have a | aw degree or is not a nenber of the bench to serve
on said comm ssion?"

Lang: "The public nmenbers need not be | awers.™

Bl ack: "Fine. And this allows what? For two non-judicial or
non-| awer nenbers?”

Lang: "Well, they could be |awers. These people would be
appoi nted by the Governor."

Bl ack: "Ckay."

Lang: "And if he chose or she chose to appoint a | awer, that
woul d be fine under this provision."

Bl ack: "Ckay."

Lang: "But we've left it open as to whether it needs to be a
| awyer."

Bl ack: "Fine. Thank you very nuch. | appreciate your answers."

Speaker Madi gan: "There being no further discussion, M. Lang to
cl ose. "

Lang: "This wll restore public confidence in the judiciary. |

woul d ask your 'aye' votes."

Speaker Madigan: "The question 1is, 'Shall this Constitutional

Amendnent pass?’ Those in favor signify by voting 'aye';
t hose opposed by voting 'no'. Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wi sh? Have

all voted who wish? This is a Constitutional Amendnent.
The derk shall take the record. On this... For what
pur pose does M. Ryder seek recognition?"

Ryder: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | would |like to note for the

record that | mght have a conflict on the issue, and that
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Speaker

Phel ps:

Wagner :

Phel ps:

Speaker

is the reason | voted 'present' on this |egislation."

Madi gan: "Thank you. The Clerk shall take the record.
On this question, there are 110 'ayes', 1 person voting
'no'. This Constitutional Anmendnent, having received a

Super Majority Vote, 1is hereby declared passed. On the
Order of Constitutional Amendments - Third Readi ng, page 4
of the Cal endar, there appears SIJRCA15. At this tine, the
Chair recogni zes M. Phel ps."

"Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and GCentlenen of the
House. It's ny honor and privilege to introduce a
del egation fromAustria that is here on a mssion that |']I
| et the appropriate person explain, but we're honored to
be... to have them here. W want to show them our
hospitality. | want to introduce Curt Wagner, who is the

advi sor of the Gty of Villach, Austria for the purposes of

explaining their visit to Illinois. M. Wagner."
"M . Speaker, Menbers of the House. On behalf of the
Cty of Villach, 1'd like to thank you for welcomng us.

The Cty of Villach is Jlocated in the southern part of
Austria on the Italian border, and we're in Springfield
today to launch a twn city relationship wth Springfield,
I[I'linois. W have neetings |ater with Mayor Karen Hasar a,
and we very nuch appreciate your hospitality. Thank you."

"Thank you, M. \Wagner. W want this, mainly the
del egation, especially fromsouthern Illinois, to be down
in front here with pictures with the folks here that's
visiting us. But also | wanted to at |east recognize Perry
Kenop, who is the son-in-law of former U S Senator Pau
Sinon. He does have on a bowtie, in case you just didn't
know exactly who he was. So thank you for the opportunity,
M. Speaker."

Madi gan: "For the purpose of an announcenent, the Chair
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recogni zes Representative Erwin."

Erw n: "Thank you, Speaker. | rise on a point of personal
privil ege. | would like nmy colleagues to help nme wel cone
to Springfield today a distinguished and delightful group
of girl scouts from Lincoln Park. Please help ne in
wel com ng Troop 717."

Speaker Madigan: "On the order of Constitutional Amendnents -
Third Reading, there appears HIRCA 15 (sic - SIJRCA 15).
M. Capparelli. M. derk, has this been read in full a
third time?"

Clerk Rossi: "This Resolution has been read in full a third tinme,

as anended. "

Speaker Madigan: "M. Capparelli.”

Capparelli: "Thank you, M. Speaker. SJR 15, as we had called
last week, and we had sone problens. This week, |
understand everything's under control. Judy Baar, our
Treasurer, is here and she would like to see this pass.

What it does, it calls for a State Constitutional Amendnent
to repeal the Ofice of Conptroller and conbine them I
understand at this tinme there are no conplaints and that we
can pass this. | would ask for a favorable Roll Call."

Speaker Madi gan: "M. Black."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. An inquiry of the
Chair. The board says SJR 15, and for sonebody | ooking at
the board and think this is a Senate Joint Resolution, they
may not pay any attention. In fact, it's a Senate Joint
Resol ution Constitutional Amendnent, is it not? Can't we
put CA on the board, or is that not possible?"

Speaker Madigan: "The Cerk advises ne that he is unable to do
that, and | noticed, M. Black, on the Cal endar that the CA
is mssing..."

Bl ack: "Right."
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Speaker Madigan: "... on the Calendar, but I read it into the
record. So, the Menbers should be advised this is a

Constitutional Amendnent, and you should give M. Black
your full attention, at least at this tinme."

Black: "Well, thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. | appreciate
that. Another inquiry of the Chair. Has Amendnment #1 been
adopted to the Constitutional Amendnent ?"

Speaker Madi gan: "The question of the Chair, 1is Amendnent #1
adopted to the Constitutional Amendnent ?"

Clerk Rossi: "Amendnent #1 has been adopted to the Constitutional
Amendnent . "

Black: "And a further inquiry, Amendnment #2 was w t hdrawn?"

Clerk Rossi: "Amendnent #2 has been wi thdrawn. "

Black: "Were there any further Amendnents to the Constitutional
Amendnent ?"

Clerk Rossi: "Floor Anmendnent #3 was referred to the Rules
Commttee and remains in the Rules Commttee. "

Bl ack: " Ckay. Wuld the... Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker.
Wul d the Sponsor yield just for one quick question?”

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields."

Black: "All right. Representative, the |anguage, as anended, the
State Treasurer's Ofice is in full agreenment wth that.
W don't need to get hung up on what we're going to cal
it. There are no problens with the Amendnent, wth the
House Anmendnent #1 adopted, is that your understandi ng?"

Capparelli: "That's exactly what | understand, yes."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch. So, it's your intention then that
we send this back to the Senate for action?"

Capparelli: "Right."

Bl ack: "Thank you, it's a very good Constitutional Anmendnent. I
think you have, by far, the mpority of the House are

al ready signed on as Cosponsors. | commend vyou for your
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wor k as al ways, Dean. Thank you."
Speaker Madi gan: "M. Hol brook."
Hol brook: "Thank you, M. Speaker. M. Speaker, on House Joi nt

Resol ution Constitutional Amendnent #20, nmy switch wasn't

operating. It's been fixed now. | would like the record to
show that | would have voted 'aye'. Thank you."

Speaker Madi gan: "There bei ng no further discussion, M.
Capparelli to close.”

Capparelli: "Wuld ask for a favorable Roll Call. Thank you."

Speaker Madi gan: "The Gentleman requests an 'aye' vote. Those in

favor signify by voting 'aye'; those opposed by voting
‘'no' . Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wi sh? The... For what purpose does M.
Hart ke seek recognition?"

Hartke: "A point of personal privilege, M. Speaker."

Speaker Madigan: "Is it for the purpose of an announcenment? |If
it is, let's take the Roll Call."

Hart ke: "Okay."

Speaker Madigan: "The Cerk shall take the record. On this
guestion, there are 115 'ayes', 1 person voting 'no'. This
Constitutional Anmendnent, having received a Super Majority
Vote, is hereby declared passed. M. Hartke, for the
pur pose of an announcenent."

Hartke: "Yes, today as we walked in the chanbers, we were
greeted by Wal -Mart greeters. I'd like to welcone the

Wal - Mart greeters today to Springfield. They represent 28

thousand Il linois citizens enployed by Wal -Mart throughout
the state, and the conpany purchases about $11 billion
worth of Illinois... fromlllinois businesses |ast year.

They're here today on behalf of the state's fifth | argest
enployer to join us in celebrating Business Day in

I11inois. Wal - Mart greeters, we want to thank you, and
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wel conme to Springfield."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cerk, anything further?"

Clerk Rossi: "No further business, M. Speaker."
Speaker Madigan: "There being no further business before the
House, Representative Currie noves that the House does

stand adjourned until tonmorrow at 12:00 noon, providing
Perfunctory tinme for the derk. For what purpose does M.
Wbol ard seek recognition?"

Wbol ard: "Thank you, M. Speaker. For all the Menbers of the
House Agriculture Commttee, there is no business to cone
before us today, so we shall cancel at the <call of the
Chair, the Agriculture Commttee Meeting."

Speaker Madigan: "So the Mdtion is that the House stand adj ourned
until 12:00 noon tonorrow, providing Perfunctory tine.
Those in favor say 'aye'; those opposed say 'no'. The
"ayes' have it, the Mdtion is adopted. The House does
stand adjourned until tonorrow at 12: 00 noon."

Clerk Rossi: "The House Perfunctory Session will cone to order.
Introduction - First Reading of Senate Bills. Senate Bil
1612, offered by Representative Scully, a Bill for an Act

inrelation to the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District.

First Reading of this Senate Bill. Introduction - First
Reading of House Bills. House Bill 3881, offered by
Representative Wnters, a Bill for an Act to anmend the

State Enployees G oup Insurance Act. First Reading of this
House Bill. There being no further business, the House

Perfunctory Session will stand adjourned."
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