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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, Because of the aftermath of the Septenber 11,
2001 tragedy, there has been an increased awareness of the
vul nerability of any nation or State to a public health

ener gency; and

VWHEREAS, A public health enmergency is an occurrence or
immnent threat of an illness or health condition that s
believed to be caused by any of the following: bioterrorism
the appearance of a novel or previously controlled or
eradi cated i nfectious agent or biological toxin; a natural
di saster; a chemcal attack or accidental release; a nuclear

attack or accident; or an act of war; and

WHEREAS, Persons, including nedical professionals, may
have no legal duty to respond to a public health energency;

and

VWHEREAS, Local volunteer groups of nedical professionals
can be val uabl e resources that may suppl enment existing |ocal
energency response units by devel opi ng communi ty-based plans
for dealing with crises, providing organizational skills, and
treating the |least seriously injured or sickened persons in

the case of a public health energency; and

WHEREAS, Many professionals will still render care at the
scene of a public health energency gratuitously and in good

faith; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we urge the General Assenbly to explore supporting and
protecting good samaritan responders to public heal t h

ener genci es.
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