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AN ACT concerni ng school s.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The School Code is anended by adding Section

2-3.61a as foll ows:

(105 I'LCS 5/2-3.61a new)

Sec. 2-3.6la. After-school program grant.

(a) From noneys appropriated for the purposes of this

Section, the State Board of Educati on shal | provi de

after-school program grants to qualifying school districts

for the purpose of providing acadenic assistance at the end

of the reqular day of instruction or on non-school days for

students and their fanmlies at school sites in the qualifying

school district.

(b) A school district qualifies and may apply for a

grant under this Section if the district contains one or nore

schools in which at |east two-fifths of the students at the

school fail to nmeet State academ c standards as deterni ned

under Section 2-3.64 of this Code.

(c) If a school district receives a grant under this

Section, all students who are enrolled at the school where

the after-school programis adninistered nay participate in

the after-school program The school district nust subnmt to

the State Board of Education a detailed plan summarizing its

strategy for recruiting students to and retaining students in

the after-school programwho have failed to neet the acadenic

st andar ds.

(d) The grants wunder this Section may be used w t hout

limtation for the foll owi ng purposes:

(1) honework assi stance;

(2) suppl enent al educati onal and recreati onal
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prograns; and

(3) famly-centered education prograns at t he

school site in the qualifying school district.

(e) A school district may admnister an after-schoo

program supported by a grant under this Section in any way

that it deens fit. However, the State Board of Education

shall strongly encourage the school district to establish

partnerships wth not-for-profit organi zati ons or busi nesses

for conponents of the after-school progranis adninistration

at each school site.

(f) Al applications for grants under this Section shal

be nmade on forns that the State Board of Educati on shal

pr ovi de. An application shall be filed by the school

district with the State Board of Education before the start

of the after-school program The State Board of Education

shall adopt rules regarding t he pr ocedur e by whi ch

application may be nnde for the grants and shall establish

standards by which to evaluate the after-school pr ogr ans

supported by the qgrants. The State Board of Educati on nay

adopt any other rules necessary to carry out its

responsibilities under this Section.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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