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AN ACT concerni ng property taxes.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Property Tax Code is anended by changi ng
Sections 9-230, 16-55, and 16-125 as foll ows:

(35 I LCS 200/ 9-230)

Sec. 9-230. Return of township or mul ti-township
assessnment books. The township or nulti-township assessors in
counties with less than 500,000 600; 000 i nhabitants shall, on
or before April 15 of +the assessnent year, return the
assessnment books or workbooks to t he supervi sor of
assessnments. The township or multi-township assessors in
counties with I ess than 3,000,000 inhabitants, but nore than
700, 000 600;000 inhabitants, shall, on or before Novenber 15

of the assessnent vyear, return the assessnent books or

wor kbooks to the supervisor of assessnents. The township or

multi -townshi p assessors in counties with 500,000 or nore but

no nore than 700,000 i nhabitants shall, on or before Novenber

15 of the assessnent vyear, but not before October 15 of the

assessnent vear, return the assessnent books or workbooks to

t he supervi sor of assessnents. | f a township or

mul ti-townshi p assessor in a county with less than 3,000, 000
i nhabitants, but nore than 500, 000 600; 000 i nhabitants, does
not return the assessnent books or work books wthin the
required time, the supervisor of assessnents nay take
possessi on of the books and conpl ete the assessnents pursuant
to law. Each of the books shall be verified by affidavit by
t he assessor substantially as foll ows:

State of Illinois)

) SS.

County of ....... )
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| do solemmly swear that the book or books .... in
nunber, to which this affidavit 1is attached, contains a
conplete list of all of +the property in the township or
mul ti-township or assessnment district herein descri bed
subject to taxation for the year .... so far as | have been
able to ascertain, and that the assessed value set down in
the proper colum opposite the descriptions of property is a

just and equal assessnent of the property according to | aw

| f the supervisor of assessnents determnes that the
township or multi-township assessor has not conpleted the
assessnents as required by law before returning t he
assessnment books under this Section, the county board may
submt a bill to the township board of trustees for the
reasonabl e costs incurred by the supervisor of assessnments in
conpl eting the assessnents.

(Source: P.A 85-1253; 88-455.)

(35 I LCS 200/ 16- 55)

Sec. 16-55. Complaints. On witten conplaint that any
property is overassessed or underassessed, the board shal
review the assessnent, and correct it, as appears to be just,
but in no case shall the property be assessed at a higher
percentage of fair cash value than other property in the
assessnent district prior to equalization by the board or the
Departnent. A conplaint to affect the assessnment for the
current year shall be filed on or before the 10th day of
August in counties with |Iess than 150, 000 i nhabitants and on
or before the 10th day of Septenmber in counties with 150,000
or nore but less than 3,000,000 inhabitants, except if the
assessnment books contai ning the assessnent conpl ai ned of are
not filed with the board of review by the 10th day of July in
a county wth fewer than 150,000 inhabitants or by the 10th

day of August in a county with 150,000 or nore but |less than
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3,000,000 inhabitants, then the conplaint shall be filed on
or before 30 cal endar days after the date of publication of
the assessnent |ist under Section 12-10. The board may al so,
at any tinme before its revision of the assessnents is
conpleted in every year, increase, reduce or otherw se adjust
the assessnent of any property, making changes in the
valuation as may be just, and shall have full power over the
assessnment of any person and my do anything in regard
thereto that it may deem necessary to nake a just assessnent,
but the property shall not be assessed at a hi gher percentage
of fair ~cash value than the assessed valuation of other
property in the assessnent district prior to equalization by
the board or the Departnent. No assessnment shall be increased
until the person to be affected has been notified and given
an opportunity to be heard, except as provided below Before
maki ng any reduction in assessnents of its own notion, the
board of review shall give notice to the assessor or chief
county assessnent officer who certified the assessnent, and
give the assessor or chief county assessnent officer an
opportunity to be heard thereon.
Al'l conplaints of errors in assessnments of property shal

be in witing, and shall be filed by the conplaining party

with the board of review, in duplicate. In counties with nore

than 500,000 but |ess than 700,000 i nhabitants, conplaints

may, in the alternative, be filed with the assessor or chief

county assessnment officer who certified the assessnent.

Complaints filed with the assessor or chief county assessnent

officer nust otherwi se neet the requirenents of this Section.

The assessor or chief county assessnent officer shall forward

the conplaint to the board of review upon receipt. The

duplicate shall be filed by the board of review wth the
assessor or chief county assessnent officer who certified the
assessnment. In all cases where a change in assessed val uation

of $100,000 or nore is sought, the board of review shall also
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serve a copy of the petition on all taxing districts as shown
on the last available tax bill at |east 14 days prior to the
hearing on the conpl aint.

All taxing districts shall have an opportunity to be
heard on the conplaint. Conplaints shall be classified by
townshi ps or taxing districts by the clerk of the board of
revi ew. Al | cl asses of conplaints shall be docketed
nunerically, each inits ow class, in the order in which
they are presented, in books kept for that purpose, which
books shall be open to public inspection. Conpl ai nts shal
be considered by townships or taxing districts until al
conpl ai nts have been heard and passed upon by the board.

(Source: P.A 86-345; 86-413; 86-1028; 86-1481; 88-455.)

(35 I LCS 200/ 16- 125)

Sec. 16-125. Hearings. In counties wth 3,000,000 or
nmore inhabitants, conplaints filed with the board of appeals
(until the first Monday in Decenber 1998 and the board of
review beginning the first Mnday in Decenber 1998 and
thereafter) shall be classified by townships. Al conplaints
shal | be docketed numerically, in the order in which they are
presented, as nearly as possible, in books or conputer
records kept for that purpose, which shall be open to public
i nspection. The conplaints shall be considered by townships
until they have been heard and passed upon by the board.
After conpleting final action on all matters in a township,
the board shall transmt such final actions to the county
assessor.

A hearing upon any conpl aint shall not be held until the
t axpayer affected and the county assessor have each been
notified and have been given an opportunity to be heard. Al
heari ngs shall be open to the public and the board shall sit
together and hear the representations of the interested

parties or their representatives. An order for a correction
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of any assessnent shall not be nade unl ess both comm ssioners

of the board, or a magjority of the nenbers in the case of a

board of review, concur therein, in which case, an order
therefor shall be made in open session and entered in the
records of the board. When an assessnent is ordered

corrected, the board shall transmt a conputer printout of
the results and ;-of make and sign a brief witten statenent
of the reason for the change and the manner in which the
met hod used by the assessor in making the assessnent was
erroneous, and shall deliver a copy of the statenent to the
county assessor. Upon request the board shall hear any
taxpayer in opposition to a proposed reduction in any
assessnent .

The board nay destroy or otherw se di spose of conplaints
and records pertaining thereto after the Ilapse of 5 years
fromthe date of filing.

(Source: P.A 91-393, eff. 7-30-99; 91-425, eff. 8-6-99;
92-133, eff. 7-24-01.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect on

January 1, 2004.
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