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AN ACT concerning i mm grant assistance.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Attorney Ceneral Act is amended by adding

Section 6.6 as foll ows:

(15 ILCS 205/ 6.6 new)

Sec. 6.6. I nmgrant Assi stance Program

(a) Purpose and policy. The inmm grant popul ation of the

State of Illinois constitutes a significant portion of the

popul ation of the State. These immgrants often require

assistance in order to obtain the qgovernnent services to

which they are entitled under the law. It is inperative that

State governnent is aware of the needs of the State's

immgrant community and sensitive to the barriers that nay

prevent them from seeking and obtaining services. The Ofice

of the Attorney General should be equipped to assist

imm grants by increasing accessibility to the Ofice and

providing outreach services to the conmunity, which wll

serve to educate inmigrants as to their ri ghts and

responsibilities as residents of the State.

(b) Immgrant Assistance Program Wthin the Ofice of

the Attorney General, there shall be established an | nm grant

Assi stance Program which shall be char ged with t he

responsibility of assessing the needs of the State's

immgrant community with regard to access to governnent and

other services. In addition, the I mm grant Assi stance Program

shall be enpowered to provide educati on and outreach services

to the immgrant community of the State, subject to funding

avai lability. These services nmay include, but are not linmted

to, consumer issues, civil rights issues, enployee rights,

and other issues of particular interest to the innmigrant
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communities in the State.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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