
Section 110.40  Boats and Other Watercraft 

It shall be unlawful: 

a)	For any person to operate any sailboat, rowboat, houseboat, pontoon boat or boat propelled by machinery or other watercraft in any pond, lake, river, canal or other body of water where posting clearly indicates that certain specific boating usage is prohibited.  However, Department of Natural Resources employees operating watercraft in carrying out official duties and personnel of cooperating agents or agencies operating watercraft as authorized by the Department of Natural Resources are exempt from boating regulations in this Section 110.40 or in specific site rules as determined by Department of Natural Resources supervisory managers in order to provide management actions for enhancing or saving the resource base or the safety and welfare of the using public. 

b)	For any person to use a motor driven boat on any body of water under the jurisdiction of the Department that has less than 60 surface acres.  However, this does not exclude the use of motor driven boats to gain access to duck blinds during blind building activities and during the waterfowl hunting season or electric trolling motors on these bodies of water. 

c)	For any person to use a motor driven boat with a motor of a size larger than 10 H.P. on any body of water under the jurisdiction of the Department that has 60 or more surface acres of water area except: 

1)	departmentally supervised waters of over 500 acres; 

2)	on the following lakes that are between 60-500 acres, motors of any size are allowed (10 H.P. and under may operate at full speed while motors larger than 10 H.P. must operate at no-wake, idle speed): 

Argyle Lake – Argyle Lake State Park (McDonough County)

Dawson Lake – Moraine View State Recreation Area (McLean County)

Mermet Lake – Mermet Lake State Fish and Wildlife Area (Massac County)

Pierce Lake – Rock Cut State Park (Winnebago County)

Prairie Lake – Jim Edgar Panther Creek State Fish and Wildlife Area (Cass County)

Wolf Lake − William W. Powers State Conservation Area (Cook County); and 

3)	portions of canals having specific regulations posted on boat motor size and boat use allowed and except that an outboard horsepower restriction shall not apply at posted boat launch ramps while loading or unloading a trailered watercraft; provided that the watercraft over the H.P. limit is operated at a no-wake speed within 150 feet of the loading ramp itself. 

d)	For any person to allow his boat or other watercraft to remain on any of the public recreational and fishing areas under the jurisdiction of the Department beyond the date of December 1st of each year. 

e)	To remain on any Department lake after posted closing time.
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