
Section 1790.550  Conduct of Hearings

a)	All hearings shall be open to the public unless required by statute to be otherwise.

b)	The sequence to be followed for all cases is as follows:

1)	Prehearing Conference.  The purpose is to set a date on which all parties expect to be prepared to proceed with their cases, and to rule on any preliminary motions that are presented.

2)	Hearings.

A)	Preliminary Matters – Motions, attempts to narrow issues or limit evidence.

B)	Opening Statements – The party bearing the burden of proof proceeds first.

C)	Case in Chief – Evidence is presented by the party bearing the burden of proof.  Once a witness' direct testimony is completed, that witness is subject to cross-examination and redirect.

D)	Defense – Evidence may be presented by the opposing party in the same manner as the case in chief.

E)	Closing Statements – The party bearing the burden of proof proceeds first, then the opposing party, then a final word by the party bearing the burden of proof.

c)	After the hearing is concluded, the ALJ shall prepare a written decision, including findings of fact, conclusions of law, and recommended disposition to the Panel as provided in Section 1790.630.

d)	Documents received pursuant to 50 ILCS 705/9.2 shall be submitted under seal and may not be publicly disclosed except as provided by law.

e)	An attorney, licensed in Illinois, shall represent the Board in all hearings and be employed or retained by the Board.
