
Section 3035.130  Technology Grants 

a)	Competitive Grants 

1)	Application for purchases of equipment and services that support library development and technological advancement (see Section 8.5 of the Act) in libraries shall be made prior to July 1.  Applicants shall use the forms prepared and made available by the State Librarian for this purpose. 

2)	Criteria will include whether the project plan contains information about the project goals and objectives, the methods used to achieve these goals and objectives, the number of people to be served, and whether the proposed budget is reasonable in view of the proposed goals. 

3)	The applicant must certify, pursuant to 75 ILCS 10/3,  that the applicant has adopted either the American Library Association's Library Bill of Rights that indicates materials should not be proscribed or removed because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval or provide a written policy that indicates the applicant will protect the intellectual freedom of the library user and shall prevent censorship of its library materials, ensuring that items are not withdrawn from its library collection because individuals or groups object to the material.  An individual school library or public school district applicant may provide written procedures, currently in effect at the school or school district, that indicate its library or libraries will protect the intellectual freedom of the library user and shall prevent censorship of its library materials, ensuring that items are not withdrawn from its library collection merely because individuals or groups object to the material.  The applicant shall certify that for grants made under this Section on or after January 1, 2024, and upon request of the State Librarian, the applicant agrees to provide the Illinois State Library with any final decision for the reconsideration of library materials during the term of the grant award.

4)	The number of grants to be awarded is at the discretion of the State Librarian. 

5)	Applicants must meet requirements designated by the State Library for public access to electronic information and technology. 

b)	Direct expenditures by the State Librarian may be made to support library development and technological advancement in libraries (e.g., upgrading library catalogs and databases, webinar platforms, digitization of newspapers, online catalog for talking books for the blind) (see Section 8.5 of the Act). 

c)	Funding awarded under subsections (a) and (b) may be used for any or all of the following purposes: 

1)	Telecommunications costs for electronic networks for ILLINET libraries and library systems; 

2)	Computer hardware and software for ILLINET libraries and library systems; 

3)	Access to electronic information by the general public through ILLINET libraries; 

4)	Converting special collections and rare materials in ILLINET libraries into digital format, making them accessible by computer to students, researchers, and the general public; 

5)	Library organizations are eligible for Technology Grants for purposes stipulated in this subsection (c).  Library organizations must draw their membership from librarians or various types of libraries as defined in Section 3035.10. Their headquarters must be within the State of Illinois. Their mission must have the charge for promotion, provision, development, and improvement of libraries and library services and be based in Illinois.

d)	The applicant shall submit reports, in accordance with Section 3035.140(b), on the use of grant funds as required by the Illinois State Library.

e)	Grants made under this Section are subject to the provisions of the Illinois Grant Funds Recovery Act [30 ILCS 705].  If a provision of this Subpart conflicts with a provision of the Illinois Grant Funds Recovery Act, then the provision of the Illinois Grant Funds Recovery Act controls.

(Source:  Amended at 48 Ill. Reg. 948, effective January 1, 2024)
