



Section 515.5090  Data Collection and Submission

a)	The Department may administer a data collection system to collect data that is already reported by designated Comprehensive Stroke Centers, Primary Stroke Centers, and Acute Stroke-Ready Hospitals to their certifying body, to fulfill certification requirements.  CSCs, PSCs and ASRHs may provide data used in submission to their certifying body, to satisfy any Department reporting requirements.  The Department may require submission of data elements in a format that is used statewide.  If the Department establishes reporting requirements for designated CSCs, PSCs and ASRHs, the Department shall permit each designated CSC, PSC and ASRH to capture information using existing electronic reporting tools used for certification purposes.  Nothing in this Section shall be construed to empower the Department to specify the form of internal recordkeeping. (Section 3.118(e) of the Act

b)	Stroke data collection systems and all stroke-related data collected from hospitals shall comply with the following requirements:

1)	The confidentiality of patient records shall be maintained in accordance with State and federal laws.

2)	Hospital proprietary information and the names of any hospital administrator, health care professional, or employee shall not be subject to disclosure.

3)	Information submitted to the Department shall be privileged and strictly confidential and shall be used only for the evaluation and improvement of hospital stroke care. Stroke data collected by the Department shall not be directly available to the public and shall not be subject to civil subpoena, nor discoverable or admissible in any civil, criminal, or administrative proceeding against a health care facility or health care professional.  (Section 3.118(d) of the Act)
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