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Illinois’ Diverse and Valuable Muslim Community 
Urges Legislators to Reconsider Inequitable 2021 Legislative Maps 

Springfield, IL ( June 30, 2021) — The 2021 legislative maps, despite community participation throughout the process, result in an inequitable Redistricting plan for our 
state. The Illinois Legislature met the basic requirement to draw and pass maps by June 30, 2021. However, the Illinois Muslim Civic Coalition and its partners and allies 
urge the Governor and the Legislature to reconsider the maps as they continue to work on Congressional districts and as Census data is released. 

All legislative successes are a result of collaboration between community residents and elected officials. Redistricting plans should be based on multiple data sources and 
in strong partnership with communities. It is a flaw in the process that no Census information was used in redistricting, and that little actual community input from 
hearings was accepted. 

Illinois is one of the most diverse states in the nation. It has some of the largest communities of Americans who identify as Latino, African American, Asian, South Asian, 
Polish, German, Irish, Rohingya, Nigerian, Arab, African Immigrant, Muslim, Jewish, Buddhist, and many others. This rich diversity is not equitably represented in the 
newly adopted legislative maps. 

Illinois has the largest per capita and diverse American Muslim population in the nation. Illinois Muslims are over 3% of the state’s total population and are of every race, 
ethnicity, and background. Illinois Muslims are business owners, healthcare professionals, educators, union members, factory workers, philanthropists, and tax payers. 
We strongly support and engage with our public officials, but we also unapologetically call out inequity. It is unacceptable that the 2021 legislative maps provide our diverse 
communities with zero representation.

Partners and allies from counties across the state worked on Census and Redistricting over the last three years. A Unity Map was submitted by a coalition of diverse 
communities including UCCRO, IL Muslim Civic Coalition, Latino Policy Forum, Illinois African Americans for Equitable Redistricitng, and other Asian, African American, 
Muslim and Latino organizations. In addition to the Unity Map, the IL Muslim Civic Coalition submitted six additional Community of Interest maps for six counties. All 
maps took into account data from ACS, 2010 Census, maps of community centers and businesses, and other critical data. 

The Illinois Muslim Civic Coalition will continue its important work towards civic justice for often invisible and marginalized communities - regardless of race, faith, or 
background. We will strive to keep the focus on just policies and inclusive laws. The Coalition is committed to collaborating on these shared goals with our community 
members, partner and ally organizations, as well as our elected officials. 3



4



Census Data Reveals 

Growth in Latinx, Asian, and Multi Racial residents

Arab and Middle Eastern residents counted as White  

Black population stable - decreased in Chicago but increased in other cities 

More equitable representation is necessary

Strong Data exists on next level racial and ethnic demographics - and will be 
released next month. Legislature can address these issues now
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Those who identify as Muslim are African American, Asian, 
Middle Eastern, Latinx, African Immigrant, and White. 

Muslims represent a critical number of IL residents, 
yet have zero state representation

OUR ASKS

1. Do Not push responsibility back to 2030 to provide representation to 
communities who have zero representation or are underrepresented 

2. Arab communities are identified as White in Census - this is incorrect. 
Use Census data  + ACS data + community leaders who know the racial, faith, 
and ethnic demographics across 10 counties

 3. Ensure 2021 maps reflect the diversity of race, ethnicity, and faiths across IL 
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Influence District: Champaign
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Influence District: Springfield
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Influence District: Rockford
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Influence District: Northwest Cook
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Influence District: DuPage / Will
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Influence District: Lake County
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District: North Cook 



16

District: Southwest Cook
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Unity Map with Allies May 2021
Revised Map will be Submitted 



American Muslim Story...
is

America’s
Diversity + History 
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Additional Slides / Maps as Needed
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Chicagoland

Some of the 
Muslim-led 

centers, 
businesses, 

organizations

---
Illinois Muslims 

Report release date: 
Fall 2021
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Central 
Illinois

Some of the 
Muslim-led centers, 

businesses, 
organizations

---
Illinois Muslims 

Report release date: 
Fall 2021
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Northwest 
Cook

Some of the 
Muslim-led 

centers, 
businesses, 

organizations

---
Illinois Muslims Report 

release date: 
Fall 2021



Will County

Some of the 
Muslim-led 

centers, 
businesses, 

organizations

---
Illinois Muslims 

Report release date: 
Fall 2021
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Chicago South

Some of the 
Muslim-led 

centers, 
businesses, 

organizations

---
Illinois Muslims Report 

release date: 
Fall 2021
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Convene. 
Collaborate. 

Amplify. 
Achieve 

Civic Justice. 



IL Muslim Civic Coalition is a partnership of hundreds of 
Activists, Influencers, Changemakers and Organizations. 

Our mission is to convene, collaborate and amplify civic efforts 
towards an equitable and representative America. 

The Coalition specifically works on Civic Work towards 
achieving Civic Justice for our communities.

The Coalition empowers the voices of marginalized and often 
invisible communities.

        www.illinoismuslims.org
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IL State Legislature Redistricting Hearings / Mapping 
March-April: Presenting at 21 hearings with over 30 leaders scheduled 

Illinois Muslims testifying of African, African American, South Asian, Arab, Latino, Native 
American, and Caucasian/White races/ethnicities, and every class and background

Cook County/Suburban: Dr. Khalid Husain, Asad Khan, Dr. Shazia Khan, Chris Nevarez Azdar, 
Dr. Kamran Hussain, Khadija Ahmed, Fatima Muhammed, Safaa Zarzour, Nareman Taha, Itedal  Shalabi, 
Leena Tleib, Yusuf Vidal.  

Cook County/Chicago: Nasir Zakaria, Imam Seth Ibrahim, Imam Omar Karim, Dr. Dilara Sayeed, 
Deena Habbal

DuPage/Will County: Reema Kamran, Joohi Tahir, Mohammed Faheem, Essam Choudry, 
Cima Dairanieh, Shafeek Abooubaker

Champaign County: Dr. Awais Vaid, Ammar Bhutta Kane County: Junaid Afeef
Sangamon County: Mona Ahsan, Dr. Baker Siddiqui Lake County: Robert Montgomery
Peoria County: Imam Osama Alrefai   Winnebago  County: Mustafa Abdall

Drafting Maps: Habeeb Quadri, Ahmed Khan, Essam Choudry, Rafik Talaty, Abdelnasser Rasheed, Safaa Zarzour, 
Mohammed Jaber, Mervat Mohammed, Yusuf Vidal, Maher Khattab, Ahlam Jbara, Farah Laman,  Arshia-Ali-Khan, 
Hamas Ibrahim
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