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AN ACT in relation to persons wongfully inprisoned,

anendi ng naned Acts.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Personnel Code is anmended by adding

Section 8b.7-5 as foll ows:

(20 ILCS 415/8b.7-5 new)

Sec. 8b. 7-5. Unjustly inprisoned preference.

(a) For the granting of appropriate preference in

entrance examnations to a qualified person who has been

di scharged froma prison of this State and who has been

wongfully accused of a crine for which he or she was

i mpri soned and a court of conpetent jurisdiction finds that

the evidence that resulted in his or her conviction was

erroneous or that new evidence indicates that the person did

not commit the crinme for which he or she was i npri soned.

(b) The preference granted under this Section nust be in

the formof points added to the final grade of the person if

the person otherwise qualifies and is entitled to appear on

the list of those eligible for appoi ntnents.

(c) A person qualified for a preference under this

Section nust receive a preference of 5 points.

(d) The Departnent of Central Mnagenent Services must

adopt rules and inplenent procedures to verify that any

person seeking a preference under this Section provides

docunentation or executes any consents or other docunents

required by the Departnent of Central Managenent Services or

any other State departnent or agency to enabl e the Departnent

or agency to verify that the person is entitled to the

pr ef er ence.
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Section 10. The Court of Cdainms Act is anended by

changing Sections 8, 11, 22, and 24 as foll ows:

(705 ILCS 505/8) (from Ch. 37, par. 439.8)

Sec. 8. Court of dains jurisdiction. The court shal
have exclusive jurisdiction to hear and determ ne t he
followng matters:

(a) Al clains against the State founded upon any | aw of
t he State of Illinois or wupon any regulation adopted
t hereunder by an executive or admnistrative officer or
agency; provi ded, however, the court shall not have
jurisdiction (i) to hear or determne <clains arising under
the Workers' Conpensation Act or the Wrkers' Occupati onal
D seases Act, or clains for expenses in civil litigation, or
(1i) to review admnistrative decisions for which a statute
provides that review shall be in the <circuit or appellate
court.

(b) Al <clainmse against the State founded upon any
contract entered into with the State of Illinois.

(c) Al <clainme against the State for tine unjustly

i nprisoned was wongfully accused of the crinme for which he

or she was inprisoned and a court of conpetent jurisdiction

finds that the evidence that resulted in his or her

conviction was erroneous or that new evidence indi cates that

the person did not commit the crine for which he or she was

inprisoned shall--reeetve-a-pardon-fromthe-governor-stattng

t hat - sueh- par don-i s-t ssued- on- t he- gr ound- of - t hnocenece- of - - t he

€ft re-for - whi eh-t hey-were-t+ apri soned; provided, the anmpunt of

the award is at the discretion of the court; and provided,

the court shall make no award in excess of the follow ng
amounts: for inprisonnent of 5 years or less, not nore than
$85, 350 $15;000; for inprisonnent of 14 years or less but

over 5 years, not nore than $170,700 $30;000; for
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i mprisonment of over 14 vyears, not nore than $199, 150

$35; 000; and provided further, the court shall fix attorney's

fees not to exceed 25% of the award granted. On or after the

effective date of this anendatory Act of the 93rd GCeneral

Assenbly, ©On--becenber--31;--1996;--the--court--shall-pmake-a
one-tt me- adj ust arent - | n- t he- raxt rum avar ds- aut hort zed- by- -t hi s
subsectton-{e€);-to-reflect-the-t nerease-tn-the-cost-of-}iving
from-the--year--tn--whiech--these- - paxi rum - anar ds- - wer e- | ast
adj ust ed- unt i | - 1996; - but - wi t h- ne- annual - - + ner enent - - exeeedi ng
5% ---Thereafter; the court shall annually adjust the maxi num
awards authorized by this subsection (c) to reflect the
increase, if any, in the Consunmer Price Index For Al Urban
Consuners for the previous cal endar year, as determ ned by
the United States Departnment of Labor, except that no annual
increnment may exceed 5% For beth the one-tinpe--adfustnent
and- - t he- subsequent annual adjustnents, if the Consuner Price

| ndex decreases during a calendar year, there shall be no

adjustnent for that cal endar year. The changes nade by this

anendatory Act of the 93rd Ceneral Assenbly apply to al

claine pending on the effective date of this anendatory Act

of the 93rd CGeneral Assenbly and all clains filed on or after

the effective date of this anmendatory Act of the 93rd Genera

Assenbly. The- ehanges- rade- by- Publ t €- Act - 89- 689- apply-teo-att
clatns-filed-on-or-after-January-1;-1995-t hat - ar e- pendt ng- - on
Pecenber--31;--1996-and-all-clatns-filed-on-or-after-becenber
31;-1996-

(d) Al clains against the State for damages in cases
sounding in tort, if a like cause of action would |ie against
a private person or corporation in a civil suit, and all Iike
cl ai s soundi ng in tort against the Medical Center
Comm ssion, the Board of Trustees of the University of
Il'1inois, t he Board of Trustees of Southern [Illinois

University, the Board of Tr ust ees of Chi cago State

Uni versity, the Board of Trustees of Eastern |Illinois
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University, the Board of Trustees of Gover nors State

Uni versity, t he Board of Trustees of |Illinois State
University, the Board of Trustees of Northeastern 1Illinois
University, the Board of Trustees of Northern 1Illinois
Uni versity, the Board of Trustees of Wstern Illinois
University, or the Board of Trustees of the I1linois

Mat hemati cs and Sci ence Acadeny; provided, that an award for
damages in a case sounding in tort, other than certain cases
involving the operation of a State vehicle described in this
par agr aph, shall not exceed the sum of $100,000 to or for the
benefit of any claimant. The $100,000 |imt prescribed by
this Section does not apply to an award of damages in any
case sounding in tort arising out of the operation by a State
enpl oyee of a vehicle owned, I|eased or «controlled by the
State. The defense that the State or the Medical Center
Comm ssion or the Board of Trustees of the University of
I11inois, t he Board of Trustees of Southern [Illinois
University, the Board of Tr ust ees of Chi cago State
Uni versity, the Board of Trustees of Eastern Illinois

University, the Board of Trustees of Gover nors State

Uni versity, t he Board of Trustees of |Illinois State
University, the Board of Trustees of Northeastern 1llinois
University, the Board of Trustees of Northern 1Illinois
Uni versity, the Board of Trustees of Wstern Illinois
University, or the Board of Trustees of the I1linois
Mat hematics and Science Acadeny is not Il|iable for the

negligence of its officers, agents, and enployees in the
course of their enploynment is not applicable to the hearing
and determ nation of such cl ai ns.

(e) Al claims for recoupnment made by the State of
II'linois against any clai mant.

(f) Al clainms pursuant to the Law Enforcenent O ficers,
Cvil Defense Wrkers, Cvil Ar Patrol Menbers, Paranedics,

Fi remen, Chapl ains, and State Enpl oyees Conpensation Act.
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(g) Al clains filed pursuant to the Crine Victins
Conpensati on Act.

(h)y Al <claims pursuant to the I1linois Nat i onal
Guardsman' s Conpensati on Act.

(i) Al <claims authorized by subsection (a) of Section
10-55 of the Illinois Adm nistrative Procedure Act for the
expenses incurred by a party in a contested case on the
adm ni strative | evel
(Source: P.A 89-4, eff. 1-1-96; 89-689, eff. 12-31-96;
90- 492, eff. 8-17-97.)

(705 ILCS 505/11) (fromCh. 37, par. 439.11)

Sec. 11. Filing clains.

(a) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (b) of

this Section and subsection (3) of Section 24, the claimnt

shall in all cases set forth fully in his petition the claim
the action thereon, if any, on behalf of the State, what
persons are owners thereof or interested therein, when and
upon what consideration such persons becane so interested,;
that no assignment or transfer of +the claim or any part
thereof or interest therein has been made, except as stated
in the petition; that the claimant is justly entitled to the
anmount therein clained from the State of Illinois, after
allowng all just credits; and that claimant believes the
facts stated in the petition to be true. The petition shal
be verified, as to statenments of facts, by the affidavit of
the claimant, his agent, or attorney.

(b) \Wenever a person who has served a term of

i mpri sonnent and has been di scharged from prison because a

court of conmpetent jurisdiction has found that the evi dence

that resulted in the person's conviction was erroneous or

that new evidence indicates that the person did not commt

the crine for which he or she was convicted, the clerk of the

court of conpet ent jurisdiction must transmt this
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information to the clerk of the Court of Cains. The clerk

of the Court of Clains nust i mmedi ately docket the case for

consideration by the Court of Clains. The Court of dains

must hear the case and render a decision within 90 days after

its docketing. The transnission by the clerk of the court of

conpetent jurisdiction of the information described in this

subsection (b)) to the <clerk of the Court of Cains is

concl usi ve evidence of the validity of the claim

(Source: Laws 1945, p. 660.)

(705 ILCS 505/22) (fromCh. 37, par. 439.22)

Sec. 22. Every claimcognizable by the Court and not
ot herwi se sooner barred by |law shall be forever barred from
prosecution therein unless it is filed wwth the derk of the
Court within the time set forth as foll ows:

(a) Al claims arising out of a contract nust be filed
within 5 years after it first accrues, saving to mnors, and
persons under |legal disability at the tine the clai maccrues,
in which cases the claimnust be filed wwthin 5 years from
the time the disability ceases.

(b) Al clains cognizable against the State by vendors
of goods or services under "The Illinois Public Ald Code",
approved April 11, 1967, as anended, nust file wthin one
year after the accrual of the cause of action, as provided in
Section 11-13 of that Code.

(c) Al clainms arising under paragraph (c) of Section 8

of this Act nust be automatically heard by the court and

paynent nade filed within 120 days 2-years after the person

unjustly inprisoned asserting-suech-elaimis discharged from

prison wthout the person unjustly inprisoned being required

to file a petition under Section 11 of this Act :--of--ts

gr ant ed- - a- - pardon- - by- - t he- Gover nor ; - whit ehever - oeccurs- L ater;
exeept - - as-- ot herwt se---provided---by---the---CGripe---Vietins

Conpensat t on- Act .
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(d) Al clains arising under paragraph (f) of Section 8
of this Act nust be filed within one year of the date of the
death of the |law enforcenent officer or fireman as provided
in Section 3 of the "Law Enforcenment O ficers and Firenen
Conpensation Act", approved Septenber 30, 1969, as anended.

(e) Al clains arising under paragraph (h) of Section 8
of this Act nust be filed within one year of the date of the
death of the guardsman or mlitiaman as provided in Section 3
of the "Illinois National Guardsman's and Naval MIlitiaman's
Conpensation Act", approved August 12, 1971, as anended.

(f) Al clains arising under paragraph (g) of Section 8
of this Act nust be filed within one year of the crine on
which a claimis based as provided in Section 6.1 of the
"Crime Victins Conpensation Act", approved August 23, 1973,
as anmended.

(g) Al clainms arising fromthe Conptroller's refusal to
i ssue a replacenent warrant pursuant to Section 10.10 of the
State Conptroller Act nust be filed wwthin 5 years after the
i ssue date of such warrant.

(h) Al other clainms nust be filed within 2 years after
it first accrues, saving to mnors, and persons under | egal
disability at the time the claimaccrues, in which case the
claim nmust be filed wthin 2 years from the tinme the
disability ceases.

(1) The changes nmade by this anendatory Act of 1989
shall apply to all warrants issued wwthin the 5 year period
preceding the effective date of this anendatory Act of 1989.

(j) Al time limtations established under this Act and
the rules promulgated wunder this Act shall be binding and
jurisdictional, except upon extension authorized by I|law or
rule and granted pursuant to a notion tinely filed.

(Source: P.A 86-458.)

(705 ILCS 505/24) (fromCh. 37, par. 439.24)
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Sec. 24. Paynent of awards.

(1) From funds appropriated by the General Assenbly for
the purposes of this Section the Court may direct |inmediate
paynent of:

(a) Al <claimse arising solely as a result of the
| apsi ng of an appropriation out of which the obligation
coul d have been paid.

(b) Al <claims pursuant to the "Law Enforcenent
O ficers and Firemen Conpensati on Act ", approved
Sept enber 30, 1969, as anended.

(c) Al claims pursuant to the "lIllinois National
GQuardsman's and Naval Mlitiaman's Conpensation Act",
approved August 12, 1971, as anended.

(d) Al <claims pursuant to the "Crime Victins
Conpensation Act", approved August 23, 1973, as anended.

(e) Al other clains wherein the anount of the
award of the Court is less than $5,000.

(2) The court may, fromfunds specifically appropriated
from the General Revenue Fund for this purpose, direct the
paynment of awards |ess than $50,000 solely as a result of the
| apsi ng of an appropriation originally nmade from any fund
held by the State Treasurer. For any such award paid from
t he General Revenue Fund, the court shall thereafter seek an
appropriation from the fund from which the liability
originally accrued in reinbursement of the General Revenue
Fund.

(3) From funds appropriated by the General Assenbly for

t he purposes of paying clainms under paragraph (c) of Section

8, the court nust direct paynent of each claimwithin 120

days after discharge from prison of the person who has

unjustly served time in a prison of this State.

(Source: P.A 92-357, eff. 8-15-01.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon
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