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AN ACT inrelation to civil liabilities.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Alienation of Affections Act is anended

by changing Section 1 as foll ows:

(740 ILCS 5/1) (from Ch. 40, par. 1901)

Sec. 1. Public policy. It is hereby declared, as a

matt er of | egi sl ative determ nation, that the renedy
heretof ore provided by law for the enforcenent of the action
for alienation of affections has been subjected to grave
abuses and has been used as an instrunment for blackmail by
unscrupul ous persons for their unjust enrichnment, due to the
i ndefiniteness of the damages recoverable in such actions and
t he consequent fear of persons threatened with such actions
t hat exorbitant damages m ght be assessed against them It is
al so hereby declared that the award of nonetary damages in
such actions is ineffective as a reconpense for genuine
mental or enotional distress. Accordingly, it is hereby
declared as the public policy of the state that the best
interests of the people of the state wll be served by
[imting the damages recoverable in such actions and by
| eaving any puni shnment of wrongdoers guilty of alienation of
affections to proceedings under the crimnal Jlaws of the
state, rather than to the inposition of punitive, exenplary,
vindi ctive, or aggravated damages in actions for alienation
of affections. Consequently, in the public interest, the
necessity for the enactnent of this chapter 1is hereby
declared as a matter of legislative determ nation.

(Source: Laws 1947, p. 796.)
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