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AN ACT concerni ng professional regul ation.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Physical Therapy Act is anmended

by changing Sections 1, 2, 17, 31, and 32.2 as foll ows:

(225 ILCS 90/1) (from Ch. 111, par. 4251)
(Section scheduled to be repeal ed on January 1, 2006)
Sec. 1. Definitions. As used in this Act:

(1) "Physical therapy" means exam ning, evaluating, and

testing persons who have nechanical, physiological, or

devel opnent al i mpai rnent s, f uncti onal limtations or

disabilities, or other health or novenent-rel ated conditions

in order to determne a diagnosis, prognosis, and plan of

t her apeuti c i ntervention, and provi di ng t her apeuti c

i nterventions and assessi ng t he ongoi ng effects of

i nterventions. Physical therapy may include, but is not

limted to, (a) the-evaluation-or-treatrent-of--a--person--by

the use of the effective properties of physical neasures and
heat, cold, light, water, radiant energy, electricity, sound,
and air; and the wuse of therapeutic nmssage, therapeutic
exercise, nobilization, and the rehabilitative procedures
wth or wthout assistive devices for the purposes of
preventing, correcting, or alleviating a physical or nental

dysfunction or disability, or pronoting physical fitness and

wel | -being, (b) :--Physieal--therapy--tneludes;--but--is--net
limted---to:---¢{a) performance of specialized tests and
measurenents, (c) ¢(b) adm nistration of specialized treatnent
procedures, (d) €€) interpretation of referral s from
physi ci ans, dentists and podiatrists, (e) fd) establishnent,
and nodification of physical therapy treatnment prograns, (f)

fe) admnistration of topical nedication used in generally
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accept ed physical therapy procedures when such nedication 1is
prescribed by the patient's physician, licensed to practice
medicine in all its branches, the patient's physi ci an
licensed to practice podiatric nedicine, or the patient's
dentist, and (g) €f) supervision or teaching of physical
t her apy. Physical therapy does not include radiology,
el ectrosurgery, chiropractic technique or determ nation of a
differenti al nedi cal di agnosi s; provided, however, the

limtation on determining a differential nedical diagnosis

shall not in any manner limt a physical therapist |icensed

under this Act fromperformng an evaluation in_ order to

determine a physical therapy diagnosis pursuant to such

license. Nothing in this Section shall |imt a physical
t her api st from enpl oyi ng appropriate physical therapy
techniques that he or she is educated and licensed to
perform A physical therapist shall refer to a licensed
physi ci an, dentist, or podiatrist any patient whose nedical
condition should, at the time of evaluation or treatnent, be
determ ned to be beyond the scope of practice of the physical
t her api st.

(2) "Physical therapist"” nmeans a person who practices
physi cal therapy and who has net all requirenments as provided
in this Act.

(3) "Departnent"” nmeans the Departnent of Professional
Regul at i on.

(4) "Director” neans the D rector of Pr of essi onal
Regul at i on.

(5) "Commttee" neans the Physical Therapy Exam ni ng
Comm ttee approved by the Director.

(6) (Blank) =Referral=-for-the-purpose-of-thts-Act-neans
the-foll owt ng- - of - - gut danece--or--di recti on--to- -t he- - physt eal
t her api st - - gt ven- by-t he- physi et an; - dent i st; - of - podi at rt st - whe
shal | - mat At at n- super vi st on- of - t he- pat t ent..

(7) (Blank) =becunented-current-and-rel evant--di agnest s*
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for--the- purpose- of -t hi s- Act - reans- a- di agnest s; - subst ant t at ed
by-stgnature-or-oral-verifiecatton-of-a-physietan;-dentist;-or
podiatrist;-that-a-patient-s-condition-is-suech-that-t+t-rmay-be
treat ed- by- physt eal -t herapy- as-deft ned--tn--this--Aet;--whieh
di agnesis--shall--remain--in--effeet--unttl--changed--by--the
physt et an; - dent i st - of - podi at ri st

(8) "State" includes:

(a) the states of the United States of Anerica;
(b) the District of Colunbia; and
(c) the Comonwealth of Puerto Rico.

(9) "Physical t her api st assistant” neans a person
licensed to assist a physical therapist and who has net al
requirenents as provided in this Act and who works under the
supervision of a licensed physical therapist to assist in
i npl enenti ng the physical therapy treatnment program as
established by the |icensed physical therapist. The patient
care activities provided by the physical therapist assistant
shall not include the interpretation of referrals, evaluation
procedures, or the planning or major nodification of patient
progr ans.

(10) "Physical therapy aide" neans a person who has
received on the job training, specific to the facility in
which he is enployed, but who has not conpleted an approved
physi cal therapist assistant program

(Source: P.A 92-651, eff. 7-11-02.)

(225 ILCS 90/2) (from Ch. 111, par. 4252)

(Section scheduled to be repeal ed on January 1, 2006)

Sec. 2. Li censure requirenent; exenpt activities.
Practice wthout a license forbidden - exception. No person
shal |l after the date of August 31, 1965 begin to practice
physical therapy in this State or hold hinself out as being
able to practice this profession, unless he is I|icensed as

such in accordance with the provisions of this Act. After the


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


© 00 N o o b~ w N Pk

W W W W W NN N NDNNDNDRNDNNR P P R B R R B R R
N W N P O © 0 N O 00 & W N B O © 0 N 0o o0 M W N B O

-4- LRB093 06296 AMC 06414 b

effective date of this anendatory Act of 1990, no person
shal |l practice or hold hinself out as a physical therapist
assistant unless he is Ilicensed as such under this Act. A

physi cal therapist shall use the initials "PT" in connection

with his or her nane to denote licensure under this Act. A

physi cal therapy assistant shall use the initials "PTA" in

connection with his or her nanme to denote |icensure under

this Act.
This Act does not prohibit:

(1) Any person licensed in this State under any
other Act fromengaging in the practice for which he is
| i censed.

(2) The practice of physical therapy by those
persons, practicing under the supervision of a |icensed
physi cal t her api st and who have net all of the
qualifications as provided in Sections 7, 8.1, and 9 of
this Act, wuntil the next examnation is given for
physi cal therapists or physical therapist assistants and
the results have been received by the Departnent and the
Department has determ ned the applicant's eligibility for
a license. Anyone failing to pass said exam nation shal
not again practice physical therapy until such tine as an
exam nation has been successfully passed by such person.

(3) The practice of physical therapy for a period
not exceeding 6 nonths by a person who is in this State
on a tenporary basis to assist in a case of nedical
energency or to engage in a special physical therapy
project, and who neets the qualifications for a physical
therapist as set forth in Sections 7 and 8 of this Act
and is licensed in another state as a physical therapist.

(4) Practice of physical therapy by qual ified
persons who have filed for endorsenent for no | onger than
one year or until such tinme that notification of

| i censure has been granted or denied, whichever period of
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time is | esser.

(5 One or nore licensed physical therapists from
formng a professional service corporation under the
provi sions of the "Professional Service Corporation Act",
approved Septenber 15, 1969, as now or hereafter anended,
and licensing such corporation for the practice of
physi cal therapy.

(6) Physical therapy aides fromperformng patient
care activities wunder the on-site supervision of a
i censed physi cal t her api st or i censed physical
t herapi st assistant. These patient care activities shall
not include interpretation of referrals, evaluation
procedures, the planning of or major nodifications of,
patient prograns.

(7) Physical Therapist Assistants from performng
patient care activities under the general supervision of
a |icensed physical therapist. The physical therapist
must nmaintain continual contact wth t he physi cal
t her api st assi st ant i ncl udi ng peri odic per sonal
supervision and instruction to insure the safety and
wel fare of the patient.

(8 The practice of physical therapy by a physical
t herapy student or a physical therapist assistant student
under the on-site supervision of a |licensed physical
t her api st. The physical therapist shall be readily
available for direct supervision and instruction to
insure the safety and welfare of the patient.

(9) The practice of physical therapy as part of an
educational program by a physical therapist licensed in
anot her state or country for a period not to exceed 6

nmont hs.

(Source: P.A 90-580, eff. 5-21-98.)

(225 ILCS 90/17) (from Ch. 111, par. 4267)
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(Section scheduled to be repeal ed on January 1, 2006)

Sec. 17. (1) The Departnent may refuse to issue or to
renew, or may revoke, suspend, place on probation, reprinmand,
or take other disciplinary action as the Departnent deens
appropriate, including the issuance of fines not to exceed
$5000, with regard to a license for any one or a conbination
of the foll ow ng:

A. Material msstatenent in furnishing information
to the Departnent or otherw se maki ng m sl eadi ng,
decepti ve, untrue, or fraudulent representations in
violation of this Act or otherwise in the practice of the
pr of essi on;

B. Violations of this Act, or of the rules or
regul ati ons pronul gated hereunder;

C. Conviction of any crinme under the laws of the
United States or any state or territory thereof which is
a felony or which is a m sdeneanor, an essential el enent
of which is dishonesty, or of any crinme which is directly
related to the practice of the profession; conviction, as
used in this paragraph, shall include a finding or
verdict of guilty, an admssion of guilt or a plea of
nol o cont ender e;

D. Making any m srepresentation for the purpose of
obtaining licenses, or violating any provision of this
Act or the rules promulgated thereunder pertaining to
adverti sing;

E. A pattern of practice or other behavior which
denonstrates incapacity or inconpetency to practice under
this Act;

F. A ding or assisting another person in violating
any provision of this Act or Rules;

G Failing, wthin 60 days, to provide information
in response to a witten request nmade by the Departnent;

H.  Engagi ng in di shonor abl e, unet hi cal or
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unprof essi onal conduct of a character likely to deceive,
defraud or harmthe public. Unprofessional conduct shal

i nclude any departure fromor the failure to conform to
t he m nimal standards of acceptable and prevailing
physi cal therapy practice, in which proceeding actual
injury to a patient need not be established;

. Unlawful distribution of any drug or narcotic,
or unlawful conversion of any drug or narcotic not
belonging to the person for such person's own use or
benefit or for other than nedically accepted therapeutic
pur poses;

J. Habitual or excessive use or addiction to
al cohol, narcotics, stinmulants, or any other chem cal
agent or drug which results in a physical therapist's or
physi cal therapist assistant's inability to practice with
reasonabl e judgnent, skill or safety;

K. Revocation or suspension of a i cense to
practice physical therapy as a physical therapist or
physi cal therapist assistant or the taking of other
disciplinary action by the proper licensing authority of
anot her state, territory or country;

L. Drectly or indirectly giving to or receiving
from any person, firm corporation, partnership or
associ ation any fee, comm ssion, rebate or other form of
conpensation for any professional services not actually

or personally rendered, or receiving any fee, including

salary or wages, (i) fromany physician, podiatrist, or

dentist who, within 60 days after the |icensee provides

services to a patient, has referred the patient for

physi cal therapy or provided a diagnosis pertinent to the

provi sion of physical therapy services, (ii) froma firm

corporation, partnership, association, or other business

entity in which 10% or nore of the ownership interest

bel ongs, directly or indirectly, to one or nbore of such
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physicians, podiatrists, or dentists, or (iii) froma

firm corporation, part nership, associ ati on, or other

business entity in which 10%or nore of the ownership

interest is owmned by a firm corporation, partnership,

associ ation, or other business entity that enpl oys one or

nore such physicians, podiatrists, or dentists;

M A finding by the Commttee that the |icensee
after having his or her license placed on probationary
status has violated the terns of probation;

N. Abandonnent of a patient;

O Wllfully failing to report an instance of
suspected child abuse or neglect as required by the
Abused and Negl ected Child Reporting Act;

P. WIIlfully failing to report an instance of
suspected el der abuse or neglect as required by the El der
Abuse Reporting Act;

Q Physical illness, including but not limted to,
deterioration through the agi ng process, or |oss of notor
skill which results in the inability to practice the
profession with reasonabl e judgenent, skill or safety;

R The use of any words (such as physical therapy,
physi cal therapi st physiotherapy or physiotherapist),
abbreviations, figures or letters with the intention of
indicating practice as a licensed physical therapist
without a wvalid license as a physical therapist issued
under this Act;

S. The wuse of t he term physical t her api st
assistant, or abbreviations, figures, or letters with the
intention of indicating practice as a physical therapist
assistant without a valid license as a physical therapist
assi stant issued under this Act;

T. WIlIlfully violating or know ngly assisting in
the violation of any law of this State relating to the

practice of abortion;
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U Continued practice by a person know ngly having
an i nfectious, communi cable or contagi ous di sease;

V. Having treated ai l ments of human bei ngs
ot herwi se than by the practice of physical therapy as
defined in this Act;-oer-having-treated-atlnents-of - hupman
bet ngs- as- a- }t eensed- physt eal - t her apt st -t ndependent - of - - a
doecunent ed- - ref erral - or - a- docunent ed- eur r ent - and- r el evant
dt agnost s- from a- physt et an; -dentist;--or--podiatrist;--or
having---fatled--to--notify--the--phystetan;--dentist--or
podt at ri st - - whe- - est abl i shed- - a- - doecunent ed- - eur rent - - and
Fel evant - dt agnost s-t hat -t he- patt ent -t s-fecet vi ng- physt eal
t her apy- pur suant - t o- t hat - di agnest s;

W Being nanmed as a perpetrator in an indicated
report by the Departnment of Children and Fam |y Services
pursuant to the Abused and Neglected Child Reporting Act,
and upon proof by clear and convincing evidence that the
licensee has caused a child to be an abused child or
negl ected child as defined in the Abused and Neglected
Child Reporting Act;

X. Interpretation of referrals, performance of
eval uation pr ocedur es, pl anni ng or maki ng maj or
nmodi fications of patient prograns by a physical therapist
assi st ant;

Y. Failure by a physical therapist assistant and
supervising physical therapist to maintain continued
contact, including periodic personal supervision and
instruction, to insure safety and welfare of patients;

Z. Violation of t he Heal t h Care Wor ker
Self-Referral Act.

(2) The determnation by a circuit court that a |icensee
is subject to involuntary adm ssion or judicial adm ssion as
provided in the Mental Health and Devel opnental Disabilities
Code operates as an automatic suspension. Such suspension

will end only upon a finding by a court that the patient is


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


© 00 N o o b~ w N Pk

[ S T
w N - O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

-10- LRB093 06296 AMC 06414 b

no longer subject to involuntary adm ssion or judicial
adm ssion and the issuance of an order so finding and
di scharging the patient; and upon the recomendati on of the
Commttee to the Director that the licensee be allowed to
resunme his practice.

(3) The Departnent nmay refuse to issue or nmay suspend
the license of any person who fails to file a return, or to
pay the tax, penalty or interest shown in a filed return, or
to pay any final assessnent of tax, penalty or interest, as
required by any tax Act admnistered by the 1Illinois
Depart ment of Revenue, until such tinme as the requirenents of
any such tax Act are satisfied.

(Source: P.A 89-387, eff. 1-1-96.)

(225 ILCS 90/31) (from Ch. 111, par. 4281)

(Section scheduled to be repeal ed on January 1, 2006)

Sec. 31. Violations.

(a) Any person who is found to have violated any
provision of this Act is guilty of a Cass A m sdeneanor for
the first offense and a Cass 4 felony for the second and any
subsequent of fense.

(b) Any person representing or advertising hinself or

herself as a physical therapist or that the services he or

she renders are physical therapy services, or uses any words,
such as physical therapy, physical therapist, physiotherapy
or physiotherapist, abbreviations, figures or letters, such

as "PT", "DPT", "MPT", "RPT", "LPT", or "PTA', wth--the

tntentton--of indicating that he or she is engaged in the

practice of physical therapy as---a---}teensed---physteal

theraptst, when he or she does not possess a currently valid
license as defined herein, commts a Class A m sdeneanor, for
a first offense, and a Class 4 felony for a second or

subsequent offense. Advertising includes, but is not limted

to, outdoor signs, print, electronic nedia, and naterial
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mai l ed to a person.

(c) Any person representing or advertising hinmself or

herself as a physical therapist assistant or that the

services he or she renders are physical therapy serviees, or

uses any words such as physical therapy or physical therapist
assistant, or uses abbreviations, figures, or letters, such

as "PT", "DPT", "MPT", "RPT", "LPT", or "PTA", with-the

tntentton-of indicating that he or she is engaged in the

practice of physi cal therapy as--a--physteal--theraptst

asststant, when he or she does not possess a currently valid
license as defined herein, commts a Cass A m sdeneanor for
a first offense, and a Class 4 felony for a second or

subsequent offense. Advertising includes, but is not limted

to, outdoor signs, print, electronic nedia, and nmaterial

mai l ed to a person.

(Source: P.A 85-342; 86-1396.)

(225 1LCS 90/ 32. 2)

(Section scheduled to be repeal ed on January 1, 2006)

Sec. 32. 2. Unl i censed practice; violation; civil
penal ty.

(a) Any person who practices, offers to practice,
attenpts to practice, or holds oneself out to practice
physi cal therapy or as a physical therapist or a physical
t herapi st assistant without being |icensed under this Act, or

otherwise violates this Act as described in Section 31,

shall, in addition to any other penalty provided by |aw, pay
a civil penalty to the Departnent in an anount not to exceed
$5, 000 for each of fense as determ ned by the Department. The
civil penalty shall be assessed by the Departnent after a
hearing is held in accordance with the provisions set forth
in this Act regarding the provision of a hearing for the
discipline of a |icensee.

(b) The Departnent has the authority and power to
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investigate any and all unlicensed activity.

(c) The civil penalty shall be paid within 60 days after
the effective date of the order inposing the civil penalty.
The order shall constitute a judgnment and may be filed and
execution had thereon in the same manner as any judgnent from
any court of record.

(Source: P.A 89-387, eff. 1-1-96.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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