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AN ACT in relation to m nors.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Juvenile Court Act of 1987 is anended by
addi ng Section 2-4.1 as foll ows:
(705 ILCS 405/ 2-4.1 new)

Sec. 2-4.1. Special inmigrant m nor.

(1) Any mnor under 18 vyears of age who has been

decl ared dependent by a juvenile court can be deenmed eliqgible

by that court for Jlong-term foster care due to abuse,

negl ect, or abandonnent if that mnor is otherwise eligible

for special immgrant juvenile status under 8 U S. C

1101(a) (27) (J).

(a) For purposes of this Section, a juvenile court

may nake a determnation that a mnor is eligible for

long-termfoster care pursuant to 8 U.S. C. 1101(a)(27)(J)

and correspondi ng federal requl ati ons, provided that the

court nmakes the follow ng specific findings:

(i) that a diligent search for the mnor's

nat ur al parents or prior adoptive parents has been

conducted both nationally and internationally;

(ii) that all efforts at reunification wth

t he mnor's natural parents or prior adoptive

parents have been exhausted; and

(iii) that reunification wth the m nor's

nat ur al parents or prior adoptive parents is not a

vi abl e opti on.

(b) For purposes of this Section, "abandonnent" is

defined in subdivision D (b) of Section 1 of the Adoption

Act as the failure to maintain a reasonabl e degree of

interest, concern, or responsibility as to the mnor's

wel f ar e.
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(2) This Section does not apply to a mi nor who woul d be

included in this Section solely for the purpose of qualifying

for financial assistance for hinself, hersel f, his or her

parents, guardian, or custodi an.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


