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AN ACT concerning the distribution of electricity.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Public Uilities Act is anended by addi ng

Section 17-800 as foll ows:

(220 I LCS 5/17-800 new)
Sec. 17-800. Aqggregation of el ectri cal | oad by

muni ci palities and counti es.

(a) The corporate authorities of a nunicipality or

county board of a county may adopt an ordi nance, under which

it nmay aggregate in accordance with this Section one or nore

classes of the retail electrical |oads | ocated, respectively,

within the nunicipality or county and, for that purpose, nmay

solicit bids and enter into service agreenents to facilitate

for those loads the sale and purchase of electricity and

related services and equi pnent. The corporate authorities or

county board also may exercise such authority jointly wth

any other nmunicipality or county. An ordi nance under this

Section shall specify whether the aggregation will occur only

with the prior consent of each person owning, occupying,

controlling, or using an electric |oad center proposed to be

aqgqgregated or will occur automatically for all such persons

pursuant to the opt-out requirenents of this Section. Nothing

in this Section, however, authorizes the aggregation of

retail electric loads of an electric |load center that is

located in the <certified territory of a nonprofit electric

supplier or an electric |load center served by distribution

facilities of a nunicipal electric utility. If an ordi nance

adopted under this Section specifies that aggregation wl|l

occur autommtically, the <corporate authorities or county

board shall «certify the question of the authority to
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aggregate in accordance with the Election Code to the

election authority for subm ssion to the voters at the next

el ection. No aggreqgati on pursuant to an ordinance adopted

under this Section that provides for an el ection under this

Section shall take effect unless approved by a majority of

the electors voting upon the ordi nance at the el ection held

pursuant to this Section.

No corporate authority or county board acting pursuant to

an ordi nance under this Section that provides for autonmmtic

aqggregation shall aggregate the electrical load of any

electric load center |located within its jurisdiction unless

it clearly discloses to the person owning, occupyi ng,

controlling, or using the |oad center that the person will be

enrolled automatically in the agqgreqgati on program and w ||

remain so enrolled unless the person affirnmatively elects by

a stated procedure not to be so enrolled. The discl osure

shall state prominently the rates, charges, and other terns

and conditions of enrollnent. The stated procedure shal

all ow any person enrolled in the aqgregation program the

opportunity to opt out of the programevery 3 years, Ww thout

paying an exit fee. Any such person that | eaves t he

agqgregation program pursuant to the stated procedure shal

default to the bundled utility service wuntil the person

chooses an alternative supplier or returns to the aggregation

A governnental aggregator under this Sectionis not a

public utility or an alternative retail electric supplier and

shal | be subject to supervision and requlation by the

Commi ssion only to the extent provided in this Section.

A nmunicipality may initiate a process to authorize

aqgqgregation by a majority vote of the nunicipal council, with

the approval of the mayor. A county nmay initiate the process

to authorize aqgregation by a nmjority vote of the county

board. Two or nore nunicipalities or counties, or a
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conbination of both, may initiate a process jointly to

aut hori ze aggregation by a npjority vote of each particular

muni ci pality or county as herein required.

Upon the applicable requisite authority under this

Section, the corporate authorities or the county board shal

devel op a pl an of operation and gqovernance for the

aqgqr egati on program so authori zed. Before adopting a plan

under this Section, the corporate authorities or county board

shall hold at least 2 public hearings on the plan. Before the

first hearing, the <corporate authorities or county board

shall publish notice of the hearings once a wek for 2

consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in

the jurisdiction. The notice shall summarize the plan and

state the date, tine, and | ocation of each hearing. Any | oad

aqgqgregation plan establi shed pursuant to this Section shall:

(1) provide for universal access to all applicable

custoners and equitable treatment of applicable cl asses

of custoners;

(2) describe denand managenent and ener gy

efficiency services to be provided to each class of

custoners; and

(3) neet any requirenents established by | aw or the

Conmmi ssi on concerni ng aqqregated service offered pursuant

to this Section.

The plan shall be filed with the Conmmission for review

and approval and shall include, wthout Ilimtation, an

organi zational structure of the program its operations, and

funding; the nethods of establishing rates and allocating

costs anpbng participants; the nethods for entering and

terminating agreenents wth other entities; the rights and

responsibilities of program participants, including the terns

and conditi ons under which retail customers who have chosen

to opt out of the aggregated service nay take service from

the aggregated entity; and procedures for term nation of the
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pr ogr am Wthin 120 days after receipt of the plan, the

Conmi ssion shall issue an order either approving or rejecting

t he pl an. If the Commission rejects the plan, it shall state

detail ed reasons for rejecting the plan in its order. Upon

approval of the plan, the corporate authorities or county

board nay solicit bids for electricity and other related

services pursuant to the nethods established in the plan. The

corporate authorities or county board shall report the

results of this solicitati on and proposed agreenent awards to

the Conmm ssion, which shall have 15 busi ness days to suspend

such awards if the solicitation or awards are not in

conformance with the plan or if the cost for energy would in

the first year exceed the cost of that energy if that enerqgy

was obtained froman electric utility under Section 16-103 by

citizens in the nunicipality or county or gr oup of

muni ci palities and counties, unless the applicant can

denpnstrate that the cost for energy under the aggreqgation

plan wl| be lower in the subsequent years or the applicant

can denonstrate that such excess cost is due to the purchase

of renewable enerqy. If the Comm ssion does not suspend the

proposed contract awards wthin 15 business days after

filing, the corporate authorities or county board shall have

the right to award the proposed agreenents.

It shall be the duty of the aggregated entity to fully

informretail custoners in advance of automatic enroll nent

that they are to be automatically enrolled and that they have

the right to opt out of the aggregated entity w thout

penalty. The disclosure shall promnently state all charges

to be made and shall include full disclosure of the cost to

obtain service pursuant to Section 16-103, how to access it,

and the fact that it is available to themw thout penalty, if

they are currently receiving service under that Section. The

Commi ssion shall furnish, without charge, to any <citizen a

list of all supply options available to themin a format that
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al |l ows conparison of prices and products.

(b) The Commission shall pronulgate rules by which the

corporate authorities or county board nay request infornmation

fromthe electric utility or utilities whose custoners nay be

included in its aggreqgation plan. The rules shall ensure that

muni ci palities and counti es have reasonable and tinely access

to information pertinent to the formation of a plan and

solicitation of bids to serve custoners, that confidentiality

of individuals is protected, and that charges for production

of such data are reasonabl e and not unduly burdensone to the

corporate authorities or county board. | nformati on to be

provided by the electric wutility to the nunicipality or

county shall include, but is not limted to, the foll ow ng:
(1) billing and electric |oad data by custoner
class;

(2) forecasts of electric denand; and

(3) for the purpose of opt-out notification, the

nanes, addresses, and neter and account nunbers of

custoners who do not take service froman alternative

retail electric supplier.
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