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AN ACT concerni ng taxes

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the

Taxing District Tax Levy Validation (2003) Act.

Section 5. Appropriation ordi nances, associated tax |evy
ordi nances, and taxes validated. In all cases where a taxing
district has during one or nore of the years 1989, 1990,
1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000,
2001, and 2002 within the tinme required by | aw adopted annual
appropriation ordinances for fiscal years beginning in 1990,
1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000,
2001, 2002, or 2003, as the case may be, thereafter the
ordi nances were published in a newspaper as provided by |aw,
and subsequently in that year, within the tinme required by
law, the taxing district adopted tax |evy ordi nances based
upon the appropriation ordinances for these fiscal years for
corporate purposes, or any other proper purpose, and a
certified copy of the tax |evy ordinances was duly filed with
the county clerk of the county in which the districts are
| ocated, then those appropriation ordinances and tax |evy
ordi nances and the taxes assessed, l|evied, and extended
thereon, are hereby validated, notw thstanding that the
several anmounts and purposes for which the appropriations
were made and taxes levied for corporate purposes, or any
ot her proper purpose, were not specifically itemzed in
detail, as required by statute, and notwithstanding that in
the appropriation or |evy ordinances stated anmounts of noney
are appropriated and |levied for naned public purposes, and
general language is wused that renders the anmounts for such

pur poses uncertain and illegal, or the purposes for which the
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anounts are appropriated and levied uncertain and illegal.
Not hing contained in this Section shall be construed as
validating any tax levy in excess of the statutory rate of
taxation authorized for the fiscal year or for any purpose

not permtted by the constitution.

Section 10. Tax |evy ordi nances, associated appropriation
ordi nances, and taxes validated. In all cases where a taxing
district adopted, wthin the tinme required by law, tax |evy
ordi nances in one or nore of the vyears 1989, 1990, 1991,
1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001,
and 2002 for corporate purposes, or any other proper purpose,
and filed, within the tinme required by law, a certified copy
with the county clerk of the county in which the district is
| ocated, and thereafter adopted and published appropriation
ordi nances, wthin the tinme required by |law, appropriating
suns required to defray al | necessary expenses and
liabilities of the district to be paid or incurred during the
fiscal years commencing in 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994,
1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, or 2003, as
the case nmay be, including those suns which were raised by
the 1989, 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997,
1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, or 2002 tax levies, as the case may
be, then those tax |evy ordi nances, together with the taxes
assessed, | evi ed, and extended, and the appropriation
ordi nances are validated, notwthstanding that the several
anpunts and purposes for which the taxes were |levied and
appropriations made for corporate purposes, or any other
proper purpose, were not specifically itemzed in detail, as
required by statute, and notw thstanding that in the levy or
appropriation ordinance stated anobunts of noney were |evied
and appropriated for naned public purposes and general
| anguage was used that renders the anobunts for such purposes

uncertain and illegal, or the purposes for which the anpbunts
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were | evied and appropriated uncertain and illegal. Not hi ng
contained in this Section shall be construed as validating
any tax levy in excess of the statutory rate of taxation
authorized for the fiscal year or for any purpose not

permtted by the constitution.

Section 905. The Property Tax Code is anended by

changi ng Sections 18-20 and 23-35 as foll ows:

(35 I1LCS 200/ 18- 20)

Sec. 18-20. Abatenent of |evies.

(a) Notwthstanding any other lawto the contrary, if
any taxing district receives funds under Section 12 of the
State Revenue Sharing Act, which may |lawfully be used by the
district, the governing authority of the district, wupon
determining that a surplus of funds is available for any
pur pose, nmay shall adopt a resolution or ordinance reducing
its tax levy for the year for which the resolution or
ordi nance i s adopted.

(b) If any taxing district reduces its |evy, t he
governing authority of the district shall certify its action
to the county clerk of each county collecting those taxes.
The county clerk shall abate the levy of the district in
accordance with the provisions of the certified resolution or
or di nance.

(c) This anendatory Act of the 93rd General Assenbly

applies to all property tax |levies adopted before, on, or

after the effective date of this anendatory Act of the 93rd

CGCeneral Assenbly.

(Source: P.A 81-1255; 88-455.)

(35 ILCS 200/ 23- 35)
Sec. 23-35. Tax obj ection based on budget or

appropriation ordinance. Not wi t hst andi ng t he provi sions of
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Section 23-10, no objection to any property tax |levied by any
muni ci pality shall be sustained by any court because of the
forms of any budget or appropriation ordi nance, or the degree
of itemzation or «classification of itens therein, or the
reasonabl eness of any anount budgeted or appropriated
t hereby, if:

(a) a tentative budget and appropriation ordi nance
was prepared at the direction of the governing body of
the municipality and made conveniently available to
public inspection for at l|east 30 days prior to the
public hearing specified below and to final action
t her eon;

(b) at least one public hearing has been held by
the governing body as to the tentative budget and
appropriation ordinance prior to final action thereon,
and notice of the time and place where copies of the
tentative budget and appropriation ordinances are
avail abl e for public inspection, and the tine and place
of the hearing, has been given by publication in a
newspaper published in the nunicipality at |least 30 days
prior to the tinme of the hearing, or, if there is no
newspaper published in the municipality, notice of the
public hearing has been given by publication in a
newspaper of general circulation in the nunicipality; and

(c) the budget and appropriation ordinance finally
adopted is substantially identical, as to the natters to
which objection is nmade, with the tentative budget and
appropriation ordinance submtted at the public hearing;
unl ess- -t he- - t axpayer - - makt ng- - t he- ob} ect t on- has- nade- t he
sane- obj ectiton-t n-w i ti ng-and-with-the--sane--speetfieity
to--the--governi ng- - body-of -the-nuni et pality-prior-to-the
adopt t on- of - t he- budget - and- appr opr t at t on- or di nanee.
"Municipality", as wused in this Section, neans al

muni ci pal corporations in, and political subdivisions of,
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this State execept-the-followng:-counties:-cities;-villages
and- t ncor por at ed-t owns: -sanittary-distrt et s- er eat ed- under- -t he
Metropolitan--Water-Reelamtion-Distriet-Aect:-forest-preserve
di strt et s- havi ng- a- popul at t on- of - 3; 000; 000- or - - POF e; - - €F eat ed
under - - t he- - Cook- - Count y- - Forest - - Preserve-Park-Drstrt et - Aet:
boar ds- of - educat t on- of - sehool -distriets-tn--€ities--exeeedi ng
1; 000; 000- -t nhabt tants: - -t he- - Chi eago-- Park--Dbistfi et - ereat ed
under - t he- Chi eago- Park-Distriet-Aect:-and--park--distriets--as
deft ned-t+ n-subseett on-{b)-of - Seett on-1-3-of -t he- Park-Distri et
Code.

This anendatory Act of the 93rd CGeneral Assenbly applies

to all property tax | evies adopted before, on, or after the

effective date of this anendatory Act of the 93rd General

(Source: P.A 91-357, eff. 7-29-99.)

Section 910. The Illinois Minicipal Code is anended by

changing Section 1-5-1 as foll ows:

(65 ILCS 5/1-5-1) (fromCh. 24, par. 1-5-1)

Sec. 1-5-1. A suit may be brought by any taxpayer, in the
name and for the benefit of the nunicipality, against any
person to recover any noney or property belonging to the
muni ci pality, or for any noney which nmay have been paid,
expended, or released without authority of law. But such a
t axpayer shall file a bond for all costs, and shall be liable
for all costs in case the nunicipality is defeated in the
suit, and judgnent shall be render ed accordingly. A

prevailing taxpayer in such a suit nmay recover reasonable

costs and attorney fees incurred in bringing and pursuing the

(Source: Laws 1961, p. 576.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon
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1 becom ng | aw.
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