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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, On January 18, 2003 the State of Illinois gives
recognition to the Ken Bridges Institute on Black Econom cs,
whi ch has been devel oped to continue teaching the concepts
and |ife lessons which are critical to the uplifting and

internal reparation of and for people of African descent; and

WHEREAS, Ken Bridges began his teaching in the 1980s, and
wi th partner and Co-founder Al Wellington, continued those
i nport ant | essons through MATAH, which was created to
descri be a segnent of people of African descent who know t hat
gi ving and buying Black is the key to obtaining true freedom
they had a clear understanding that in order for people of
African descent to nove forward as a group, not just a few
but as a race, psychol ogical, social and economc freedom is

t he key; and

WHEREAS, M. Bridges teachings on the practice of a race
first concept is critical to the up-liftnment and advancenent

of Bl ack people; and

WHEREAS, M. Bridges |ife was cut short on Cctober 11,
2002; his wife, Jocelyn Bridges, and his six children can be
proud to know that the A Phillip Randol ph Pull man Porter
Museum has made the decision to institutionalize the ideas
and teachings of Ken Bridges by establishing the Ken Bridges
Lecture Hall and the first Ken Bridges |Institute on Black
Econom cs; through the Institute, the ideas of Ken Bridges
and MATAH wi || inpact people in a life <changing way for

generations to cone; and

WHEREAS, If not for the A Phillip Randol ph Pull man
Porter Museum establishing this tradition, beginning with the
Br ot her hood of Sl eeping Car Porters and the Black Railroad
Enpl oyees, the contribution of these individuals would not be

honored in the manner they deserve; therefore, be it
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RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we commend the A Phillip Randol ph Pull man Porter Miuseum and
its founder Lyn Hughes for their |eadership role in honoring
t hose people of African descent who have made contributions
but in many instances have remai ned unrecogni zed; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of Ken Bridges with our respect and

esteem
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