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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The Ceneral Assenbly supports the sentinents set
forth by the O nstead Decision which held states responsible
for providing for persons wth disabilities in the nost
integrated setting, and therefore states are required to
reasonably nodify their service delivery systens to nmaintain
a range of placenent and service options for the care and
t reat ment of di verse disabilities and to effectively

adm ni ster those options; and

VWHEREAS, Expansion of conmunity-based progranms was first
encouraged nationally by a grow ng nunber of individuals with

devel opnmental disabilities awaiting services; and

VHEREAS, [1linois was one of the first states in the
nation to fund comrunity-based services for individuals wth

devel opnental disabilities; and

VWHEREAS, There is an estimated 144,540 Illinois citizens
who have substantial developnental disabilities that have

occurred before the age of 18; and

VWHEREAS, Accordi ng to the nost recently published
statistics, Illinois is currently ranked 39th in the nation
in the proportion of a state's aggregate incone that is
commtted to fi nanci ng comuni ty- based services for

i ndi viduals with devel opnental disabilities; and

WHEREAS, Illinois is one of four states that does not
currently maintain a statewide waiting list to determ ne the

| evel of unnet need; and

VWHEREAS, The Ceneral Assenbly recogni zes the discrepancy
bet ween t he State's economc well-being (Illinois 1is
currently ranked 9th nationally in personal incone per
capita) and the lack of funding dedicated to inproving the

comuni ty- based service system for i ndi vi dual s W th
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devel opnental disabilities in Illinois; and

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly further recogni zes the need
to addr ess this di screpancy and inprove the State's
communi ty-based services for individuals wth devel opnmental
disabilities to neet the rising |level of need; therefore, be

it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- THIE RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINAO S, that
a Task Force be established to study services for the

devel opnental |y di sabl ed; and be it further

RESOLVED, That wunder the auspices of the Ofice of the
Governor, the task force shall be responsible for doing the
fol | ow ng:

1. Studying the level of need for community-based
services; and

2. Studying the status of community-based services for
t he devel opnental | y di sabl ed throughout the State; and

3. Assessing the level of services and their adequacy in
nmeeting the | evel of need; and

4. Devel opi ng recommendat i ons for i mprovi ng t he
communi ty- based service delivery systemand addressing gaps
in these services; and

5. Developing recomendations for the State to expand
fundi ng sources for these services; and

6. Devel opi ng recommendations to anticipate the |evel of
need for these services or alternatives to a waiting list;

and be it further

RESOLVED, The Task Force shall have a total of 20 nmenbers
consisting of 2 nenbers appointed by the Mjority and
Mnority Leaders in the House of Representatives and 16
menbers to be appointed by the Governor to represent the

Departnent of Human Services, providers of conmunity-based
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services for individuals with devel opnental disabilities; and
experts on the State service systemfor individuals with

devel opnental disabilities; and be it further

RESCLVED, The Task Force shall present a report of their
findings and recommendations to the General Assenbly and the

Governor no |l ater than Cctober 1, 2004; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
provided to the Ofice of the Governor and the Secretary of

t he Departnent of Human Servi ces.
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