093_HRO108 LRB0O93 10659 KEF 10986 r

© 00 N o o b~ w DN

[
= O

12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, West Si de Mental |y Ret ar ded Children's
Aid/ Austin Special (WBVMRCA) is a grassroots, nationally
accredited 501(c)(3) non-profit social service agency which
was established in 1953 by a snmall group of parents who
sought to educate and train their young, nentally retarded
children rather than institutionalize them in 1953, the
organi zati on established one of the first private special
education schools, the Austin Special School, where over
1,000 nentally retarded children and adol escent s wer e

educated and trai ned; and

VWHEREAS, In 1967, the Board of Directors expanded to open
their Woirk Center Devel opnental Training Programand in 1982,
when the wave of deinstitutionalization swept Illinois, the
Board of Directors pioneered and | ed the way to establish one
of the first residential facilities in the Chicagoland
community, the Supported Living Arrangenment (SLA), which

serves nine devel opnental ly di sabled adults; and

WHEREAS, In 1996, the organization established its
Supported Enploynment Services; the Supported Enpl oynent
Program continues to provide enploynent and specialized
activities in community-based and integrated settings within
the comunity; in addition, in 1997 the agency successfully
undertook, for the first tinme, national accreditation with
the Council on Accreditation of Services for Famlies and
Chil dren, having achieved the maxi mum nunber of years as a
nationally accredited agency; in each accreditation cycle,
WEMRCA/ Austin Special received the highest award possi bl e,
and in the annual Departnent of Human Services revi ew has had
no deficiencies and has received a 100%rating for the past
five years; the organi zation has al so been honored twice with
a Proclamation from the Gty of Chicago for providing

exceptional services for devel opnental |y disabl ed individuals
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and their famlies; and

VWHEREAS, WSBMRCA/ Austin Special has grown systematically
and progressively neeting its goals so that today they offer
vocational, educational, speech, counseling, adaptive sw m
and gym residential, supported enpl oynent , and
transportation services to 140 developnentally disabled
adults ages 21-75 who currently attend the Austin Special
Wrk Center, Supported Enploynent, and Residential Prograns;
ninety percent are former long-term residents of Illinois
institutions; these prograns offer services to people who are
blind, have hearing |oss, seizures, behavior disorders,
cerebral palsy and autism and who may be non-anbul atory;
sone are dually diagnosed, both nentally retarded and

mentally ill; and

WHEREAS, The Austin Special Wrk Center, a current
program of the WSMRCA/ Austin Special, and an |Illinois
Department of Labor Certified Program provides a wide range
of services to over 100 devel opnmental |y disabled clients, the
majority of whomreside with their parents in the comunity;
the services which are provided focus on inproving the
clients' work skills and behavior while conpleting actual

wor k which is subcontracted from Chi cago area busi nesses; and

VWHEREAS, In the efforts to engage in br oad- based
pr of essi onal advocacy activities on behal f of its
devel opnmental ly disabled clients, their guardians, famlies,
and the communities they serve, the WBVRCA/ Austin established
the Human Rights Consortium 15 vyears ago; today, t he
Consortium is conposed of WBMRCA, CAU (Chicago Alternatives
Unlimted), New Horizons for the Developnentally D sabled,
HOME , and North Center for Handi capped; and

WHEREAS, WSBMVRCA/ Austin Special will host a celebration on
Sunday, March 9, 2003 in honor of its 50th Anniversary and
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t he outstanding contributions this organization has provided
for the comunity, and also, to honor all the volunteers who

hel ped nmake its success possible; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we congratulate all those associated with the Wst Side
Mentally Retarded Children's Aid/ Austin Special on their 50th
Anni versary and applaud their efforts to better the |lives of

citizens of this State; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the nenbers of the WBVRCA/ Austin Special as an

expression of our respect and esteem
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