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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, M I lions of men and wonen in the Arned Forces
volunteer to serve our country, take an oath to defend the
Constitution of the United States, and risk making the
ultimate sacrifice to defend the freedons enjoyed by their

fell ow Aneri cans; and

WHEREAS, A | arge nunber of these soldiers live on nodest

fi nanci al neans; and

WHEREAS, In 2002, during the 107th Congress, the United
States Senate Finance Committee and then the full Senate
passed a bill co-authored by U S Senator Chuck G assley
(R-lowa) to inprove tax equity for nmenbers of the mlitary;

and

WHEREAS, The bill underwent changes in the U S. House of
Representati ves and never received approval before Congress

adj ourned for the year; and

WHEREAS, Congress IS once again considering tax-equity
| egi sl ation, and versions of the Armed Forces Tax Fairness
Act of 2003 have been approved by both the U S. House and

U S. Senate; and

WHEREAS, The Arned Forces Tax Fairness Act of 2003 would
extend deadlines for filing tax returns or nmaking tax
paynments for individuals who becone involved in mlitary
actions, operations, or hostilities against an eneny of the

United States; and

WHEREAS, |If a nmenber of the Arnmed Forces dies on active
duty, the federal governnent pays the surviving spouse a
death benefit of $6,000 but only half of this benefit is now

excluded fromtaxabl e i ncone; and

VHEREAS, The Arned Forces Tax Fairness Act of 2003 would
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fully exenpt death gratuity paynents received by famlies of
deceased nmenbers of the mlitary from being included in

t axabl e i ncone; and

WHEREAS, Many National Guard nenbers and reservists
travel for weekend drills and spend their own noney for

travel and | odging; and

VWHEREAS, These expenses are generally non-deductible for
one of tw reasons: either the reservist is part of the 75
percent of the population that does not itemze, or the
expenses do not exceed two percent of the reservist's

adj usted gross incone; and

VWHEREAS, The Arnmed Forces Tax Fairness Act of 2003 woul d
create a tax deduction of up to $500 for unrei nbursed travel

expenses by reservists; and

WHEREAS, In 1997, Congress changed the tax code to
exclude gains fromthe sale of a person's honme from the
capital gains tax, below certain thresholds, and thus, under
present law, in order to qualify for an exclusion of capital
gains on a hone, unifornmed service nenbers nmust have owned
and used a hone as a principal residence for at |least two of

five years ending on the date of sale; and

VWHEREAS, The Arnmed Forces Tax Fairness Act of 2003 woul d

suspend this requirenment; and

WHEREAS, The Arned Forces Tax Fairness Act of 2003 is
especially inportant as the nation engages in mlitary
conflict abroad involving both enlisted nenbers of the

mlitary and reservists; therefore, be it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
t he menber s of the 1Illinois House of Representatives

respectfully request that the nenbers of the United States
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House of Representatives and United States Senate work for
consensus on the Arned Forces Tax Fairness Act of 2003; and

be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to each nenber of the Illinois Congressional
del egation, the Speaker of +the United States House of
Representatives, the Majority Leader of the United States

Senate, and the President of the United States.
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