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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Lyne Disease is the nost common tick borne and

vector borne disease in the United States; and

VWHEREAS, Lyne Disease is primarily spread by the bite of
several types of ticks infected with the bacterium Borrelia
burgdorferi, and disease-transmtting ticks can be found
across the country, including Illinois, in wods, parks,
beaches, and yards; Lyne Di sease can also be carried into new

areas by a wide variety of animals and birds; and

WHEREAS, The early indicators of infection are flu-1like
synptons and/or an enl arged rash, which nmay not appear or may
be m ssed, allowing the disease to dissemnate and cause
serious, permanent and sonetinmes life threatening damage to
the brain, joints, heart, eyes, liver, spleen, blood vessels,

and ki dneys; and

VWHEREAS, The bacterium can cross the placenta and i nfect

a devel oping fetus; and

VWHEREAS, Lyne Disease is difficult to diagnose because it
imtates other conditions and there is no reliable test that
can prove who is infected or who is bacteria free, which

often |l eads to m sdi agnosis; and

WHEREAS, Lyne Disease is nost easily treated when
di agnosed early and is nore difficult to treat if discovered
after di ssem nation occurs, nmaking early detection and

treatnent nore inportant; and

VWHEREAS, The best solution to the threat of Lyme D sease
is educating people about the seriousness, prevention, and
early detection of all tick borne diseases as well as show ng

nmor e conpassion towards patients and their famlies; and

VWHEREAS, People still need to practice per sonal
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protection techniques to prevent other tick transmtted
di seases such as Ehrlichiosis, Babesiosis, Tulaneria, Rocky
Mount ai n Spotted Fever, Tick Paralysis, Colorado Tick Fever,

and Rel apsi ng Fever; and

WHEREAS, Lyne Disease victins, famlies and friends are
denonstrating their support for a cure in the first National
"Wal k Agai nst Lyne Disease" to be held on May 17, 2003 in New

Lenox, Illinois; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we proclaim May 2003 as Lyne D sease Anareness Month in

[11inois.
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