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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The G eat Lakes-St. Lawence Seaway is one of
the nost magnificent natural treasures on Earth, hol ding
nearly 20 percent of the planet's and 95 percent of the

United States' fresh surface water supply; and

WHEREAS, The nearly 40 mllion people who live in the
Great Lakes Basin rely on its water for drinking, fish for

f ood, and revenue frominternational tourisnm and

VWHEREAS, The G eat Lakes have attracted a diverse base of
i ndustry for national econom c growth, including najor global

centers for steel, paper, and autonotive production; and

WHEREAS, Lake Mchigan is the only Geat Lake wholly
within the United States, with 63 mles of shoreline in

[Ilinois; and

WHEREAS, Lake M chi gan IS a maj or tourist and
recreational attraction in Illinois, including Illinois Beach
State Park, one of the nost heavily visited public parks in
the country; Chicago's |akefront, which receives an estimated
60 million visits annually that contribute to the $14 billion
per year in tourismexpenditures in the city per year; and

numer ous public beaches; and

WHEREAS, The region's waters have undergone decades of

degradation, including high rates of wetland | osses; and

VWHEREAS, There are nore than 1,500 fish consunption
advisories in the Geat Lakes states, which limt the type
and amount of fish that wonen and others can eat, because
toxic industrial chem cals continue to bioaccunulate in the

G eat Lakes food chain; and

WHEREAS, Bacteria from sewage overflows continue to

restrict swinmmng and other fornms of recreation that draw
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mllions of tourismdollars to Illinois per year; and

WHEREAS, Twenty percent of the Geat Lakes shoreline

remains polluted wth toxic sedinents; and

VWHEREAS, Seventy percent of the water-purifying wetlands
in the Great Lakes Basin have been destroyed by devel opnent;

and

VWHEREAS, |Invasive species threaten to damge the G eat
Lakes ecosystem by conpeting with native plants and ani mal s;

and

WHEREAS, The Geat Lakes are hone to nore than 100
globally significant habitats that are inperiled and/or rare;

and

WHEREAS, An increasingly thirsty world threatens to
deplete the Great Lakes waters, of which only one percent is

repl eni shed each year by rainwater and snowrelt; and

WHEREAS, There are many ot her ecol ogical threats that can
harm t he econony, public health, and environment in the G eat

Lakes Basin; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
Congress is urged to establish a Geat Lakes Trust Fund that
will be utilized to assist in funding the restoration of the
Great Lakes ecosystens in order to provide a healthy natural
envi ronment for people and wildlife, including safe drinking
water, fish that are safe to eat, and quality natural habits;
a thriving econony, including tourismand commercial fishing;
and anple recreation opportunities, including beaches that

are open for swnmng; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be delivered to

each of the nmenbers of the Illinois delegation to the United
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1 St at es Congr ess.
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