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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, 2003 mar ks t he Sesqui cent enni al (150t h

Anni versary) of the Gty of Kankakee and Kankakee County; and

WHEREAS, In 1853, ~civil engineers from the 1Illinois
Central Railroad charted the path extending the railroad
south from Chi cago, causing the rapid developnment of the
Kankakee River Valley and setting the rich agricultural
foundati on that nmade the area part of the breadbasket for the

worl d; and

VWHEREAS, As the industrial age progressed, nunerous firnms
found that the Kankakee River Valley was a great place to

prosper; and

WHEREAS, The diversity of the community adds to the

strength and the diversity of the econony; and

WHEREAS, Kankakee County schools have enthusiastically
sent representatives to proudly conpete and return with
chanpi onship awards in basketball, football, tennis, golf,

musi ¢, and dance; and

WHEREAS, Kankakee County is the proud hone of three

former Illinois governors; and

WHEREAS, Kankakee County hosts nunerous festivals and
events and hosts the Chicago Bears sumrer canp; Kankakee is
al so hone to the chanpionship power boat races on the
Kankakee River, which is one of the best fishing rivers in
the State and wnds through the beautiful and historic

Kankakee R ver State Park; and

WHEREAS, Kankakee County is «culturally rich with the
treasure of a synphony orchestra, municipal band, two Frank
Ll oyd Wi ght houses inside an architecturally unique

historical district on the National Register of Historic
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Places, a comunity theater, several nuseuns, and a new

library soon to open in downtown Kankakee; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- THIE RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINAO S, that
we congratulate the City of Kankakee and Kankakee County on

their 150th anniversary; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the Mayor of Kankakee and the County Board

Chai rman of Kankakee County.
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