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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The Illinois Departnment of Comrerce and Econom c
Qpportunity (DCEO is charged wth enhancing [1linois
econom c conpetitiveness by providing technical and financial
assi stance to businesses, |local governnents, workers, and

famlies; and

VWHEREAS, As the State's | ead econom ¢ devel opnent agency,
DCEO works to capitalize on Illinois' strengths as a center
of transportation, manuf act uri ng, and t echnol ogi cal

devel opnent ; and

VWHEREAS, DCEO s website, illinoisbiz.biz, is designed to
provide easy, fast access to the information needed by

econom ¢ devel opers and busi nesses; and

VWHEREAS, In March 2003, DCEO added LoopNet, a new
Statewi de Sites and Buil dings database to illinoisbiz.biz,
providing econom c devel opers and busi nesses with access to
nore than 6,000 available Illinois comercial and industrial

sites; and

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly finds that a key to
econom ¢ developnent in Illinois is an easily-searchable site

sel ecti on dat abase; and

WHEREAS, Many out-of -state conpanies utilize the Internet
and state site selection databases to relocate to and/or

expand existing commercial facilities in Illinois; and

VWHEREAS, The House Republican Task Force on Rur al
Econom ¢ Devel opnent held nore than a dozen hearings

t hroughout downstate Illinois in the sumer of 2003; and

WHEREAS, At these hearings, the House Republican Task
Force on Rural Econom c Devel opnment heard numerous conpl aints

from local econom c devel opnent officials regardi ng LoopNet,
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i ncluding the problemthat many downstate commercial sites
are not listed on LoopNet and can only be accessed by

calling DCEO officials directly; and

VWHEREAS, DCEO s Statewi de Sites and Buil di ngs dat abase is
not easily-accessible from the illinoisbiz.biz honepage;

therefore, be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we urge the Governor and Departnment of Conmerce and Econom c
Qpportunity to work with the Illinois Devel opnment Council and
other |ocal economc developnent officials to redesign the
Statewi de Sites and Buil di ngs database and illinoisbiz.biz to
provide easy access to a site selection database that

i ncl udes downstate commercial sites; and be it further

RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be
delivered to the Governor, the Director of Comrerce and
Econom ¢ Qpportunity, and the Board of Directors of the

I1'linois Devel opnment Council .
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