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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Thousands of nen and wonen have devoted their
lives to protect our freedons and have sacrificed thensel ves
to keep their fellow Americans safe; these nen and wonen have
served in the mlitary both here at honme and across the

worl d; and

WHEREAS, Despite their devotion to their country, 200,000
veterans are waiting between 6 nonths and 2 years for a
primry heal t hcare appoi nt nent at t he Vet er ans
Adm ni stration; 14,000 veterans have been waiting for nore
than 15 nonths for the "expedited" disability clainms to be
finalized; alnost 300,000 veterans are honel ess on any given
night and nore than one-half mllion experience honel essness
over the course of a year; and 560,000 disabled veterans

across the country are being denied their full pension; and

VWHEREAS, There are 32,514 veterans in |Illinois who
receive mlitary retirenment benefits; of these veterans, nore
than 7,000 veterans also receive disability benefits and are

subject to the Disabled Veterans Tax; and

WHEREAS, Statewide, the Disabled Veterans Tax costs
veterans $2.7 million each nonth in lost disability benefits;
on a per-veteran basis, the tax costs each affected veteran
an average of $4,625 of the approxi mately $15,800 retirenent

benefit received, which is a 23%reduction in benefits; and

VWHEREAS, House Resolution 303, which is the Retired Pay
Restorati on Act of 2003, would elimnate the D sabled
Veterans Tax for all retired veterans with at |east 20 years
of service; passage of this resolution would result in
i ncreased benefits in the anbunt of $32.6 mllion annually

for affected Illinois veterans; therefore, be it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE
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NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we ur ge the United States Congress to support House
Resolution 303 to elimnate the Di sabled Veterans Tax; and be

it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to each nenber of the Illinois Congressional

del egati on.


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


