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AMENDMENT TO SENATE BI LL 44

AMENDMVENT NO. . Anend Senate Bill 44, AS AMENDED, in
Section 5, Sec. 2.04, by replacing all of subsections (a-5)
and (a-10) with the foll ow ng:

"(a-5) A collection agency may not inpose a fee or

charge, including costs, for any child support paynents

collected through the efforts of a federal, State, or |ocal

governnent agency, including but not limted to child support

collected fromfederal or State tax refunds, unenpl oynent

i nsurance benefits, or Social Security benefits.

If the obligee has received one or nore paynents during

the twelve nonths prior to execution of the contract wth a

collection agency, that collection agency may not inpose a

fee or charge, including costs, on a current paynent of an

obli gor. In such circunstances, the collection agency shal

turn over to the obligee all support collected in a nonth up

to the anmpbunt of current support required to be paid for that

As to any fees or charges, including costs, retai ned by

the collection agency, the agency shall provide docunentation

to the obligee denpnstrating that the child support paynents

resulted fromthe actions of the agency.

After collection of the total anpbunt of arrearage,

including statutory interest, due as of the date of execution
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of the collection contract, no further fees may be charged.

(a-10) The Departnent of Professional Reqgul ati on shal

deternine a fee rate of not less than 25% but not qreater

t han 35% based upon presentation by the licensees as to costs

to provide the service and a fair rate of return. This rate

shall be established by Adnm nistrative Rul e.

Wthout prejudice to the deternmi nation by the Departnent

of the appropriate rate through Adninistrative Rule, a

collection agency shall inpose a fee of not nore than 29% of

the anmpunt of <child support actually collected by the

coll ection agency subject to the provisions of subsection

(a-5). This interimrate i s based upon the March 2002 Gener al

Accounti ng Ofice report, "Child Support Enforcenent",
GAO-02-349. This rate shall apply until a fee rate is
establi shed by Admi nistrative Rule."; and

after the Jlast line of Sec. 2.04 in Section 5, by inserting

the foll ow ng:

"Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw. ".
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