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1 AN ACT in relation to ganbling.

2 Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

3 represented in the General Assenbly:

4 Section 5. The Crimnal Code of 1961 is anmended by

5 changi ng Section 28-1 as foll ows:

6 (720 ILCS 5/28-1) (fromCh. 38, par. 28-1)

7 Sec. 28-1. Ganbling.

8 (a) A person commts ganbling when he:

9 (1) Plays a gane of chance or skill for noney or
10 other thing of value, unless excepted in subsection (b)
11 of this Section; or
12 (2) Makes a wager upon the result of any gane,
13 contest, or any political nom nation, appointnent, or
14 el ection; or
15 (3) Operates, keeps, owns, uses, pur chases,
16 exhibits, rents, sells, bargains for the sale or |ease
17 of , manufactures, or distributes any ganbling device; or
18 (4) Contracts to have or give hinself or another
19 the option to buy or sell, or contracts to buy or sell,
20 at a future time, any grain or other commodity
21 what soever, or any stock or security of any conpany,
22 where it is at the time of nmaking the sueh contract
23 i ntended by both parties thereto that the contract to buy
24 or sell, or the option, whenever exercised, or the
25 contract resulting therefrom shall be settled, not by
26 the receipt or delivery of such property, but by the
27 paynment only of differences in prices thereof; however,
28 t he i ssuance, purchase, sale, exercise, endorsenent, or
29 guarantee, by or through a person registered with the
30 Secretary of State pursuant to Section 8 of the Illinois

31 Securities Law of 1953, or by or through a person exenpt
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fromsuch registration under said Section 8 of a put,
call, or other option to buy or sell securities which
have been registered with the Secretary of State or which
are exenpt fromsuch registration under Section 3 of the
II'linois Securities Law of 1953 is not ganbling within
t he neani ng of this paragraph (4); or

(5 Know ngly owns or possesses any book,
i nstrument or apparatus by neans of which bets or wagers
have been, or are, recorded or registered, or know ngly
possesses any noney which he or she has received in the
course of a bet or wager; or

(6) Sells pools wupon the result of any gane or
contest of skill or chance, political nom nati on,
appoi ntnment or election; or

(7) Sets up or pronotes any lottery or sells,
offers to sell or transfers any ticket or share for any
lottery; or

(8 Sets wup or pronptes any policy gane or sells,
offers to sell or know ngly possesses or transfers any
policy ticket, slip, record, docunent or other simlar
devi ce; or

(9) Knowingly drafts, prints or publishes any
lottery ticket or share, or any policy ticket, slip,
record, docunent or simlar device, except for such
activity related to lotteries, bingo ganmes and raffles
aut hori zed by and conducted in accordance wwth the |aws
of Illinois or any other state or foreign governnent; or

(10) Knowingly advertises any lottery or policy
gane, except for such activity related to lotteries,
bingo games and raffles authorized by and conducted in
accordance with the laws of Illinois or any other state;
or

(11) Knowingly transmts information as to wagers,

betting odds, or changes in betting odds by telephone,
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t el egr aph, radi o, semaphore, or simlar neans; or
knowingly installs or maintains equipnent for t he
transm ssion or receipt of such information; except that
nothing in this subdivision (11) prohibits transm ssion
or receipt of such information for use in news reporting
of sporting events or contests; or

(12) Know ngly establishes, maintains, or operates
an Internet site that permts a person to play a gane of
chance or skill for noney or other thing of value by
means of the Internet or to nake a wager upon the result
of any gane, contest, political nom nation, appointnent,
or election by neans of the Internet.

(b) Participants in any of the followng activities

shal |l not be convicted of ganbling therefor:

(1) Agreenents to conpensate for |oss caused by the
happeni ng of chance i ncl udi ng W t hout limtation
contracts of indemity or guaranty and life or health or
acci dent insurance;

(2) Ofers of prizes, award, or conpensation to the
actual contestants in any bona fide <contest for the
determ nation of skill, speed, strength, or endurance or
to the owners of animals or vehicles entered in such
cont est;

(3) Pari-nutuel betting as authorized by the | aw of
this State;

(4) Manufacture of ganbling devices, including the
acquisition of essential parts therefor and the assenbly
thereof, for transportation in interstate or foreign
commerce to any place outside this State when such
transportation is not prohibited by any applicable
Federal |aw,

(5 The ganme commonly known as "bingo", when
conducted in accordance wth the Bingo License and Tax

Act ;
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(6) Lotteries when conducted by the State of
I[I'linois in accordance with the Illinois Lottery Law,

(7) Possession of an antique slot nachine that is
nei ther used nor intended to be used in the operation or
pronotion of any unl awf ul ganbl i ng activity or

enterprise. For the purpose of this paragraph (7)

subparagraph-{b}{7), an antique slot nmachine is one
manuf actured 25 years ago or earlier
(8 Raffles when conducted in accordance with the

Raffl es Act;

(9) Charitable ganmes when conducted in accordance
with the Charitable Ganes Act;

(10) Pull tabs and jar ganmes when conducted under
the Illinois Pull Tabs and Jar Ganmes Act; or

(11) Ganbling games conducted on riverboats when
aut hori zed by the Riverboat Ganbling Act.

(c) Sentence.

Ganbling under subsection (a)(1l) or (a)(2) of this
Section is a Cass A msdeneanor. Ganbling under any of
subsections (a)(3) through (a)(11) of this Section is a O ass
A m sdeneanor. A second or subsequent conviction under any
of subsections (a)(3) through (a)(11), is a Cass 4 felony.
Ganbl i ng under subsection (a)(12) of this Section is a C ass
A m sdeneanor. A second or subsequent conviction under
subsection (a)(12) is a Cass 4 fel ony.

(d) Grcunstantial evidence.

I n prosecutions under subsection (a)(1l) through (a)(12)
of this Section circunstantial evidence shall have the sane
validity and weight as in any crimnal prosecution.

(Source: P.A 91-257, eff. 1-1-00.)
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