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AN ACT concerning child care.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Children and Famly Services Act 1is

anended by adding Section 34.13 as foll ows:

(20 I'LCS 505/ 34. 13 new)
Sec. 34.13. Child Care Partnership Program

(a) Leqgislative findings. The Ceneral Assenbly finds

that when private enployers provide on-site child care or

provide other <child care benefits, they benefit by inproved

recruitnent and hi gher retention rates for enployees, |ower

absenteeism and inproved enployee norale. The Gener al

Assenbly also finds that there are nany ways in which private

enployers can provide child care assistance to enpl oyees:

information and referral, vouchering, enpl oyer contribution

to child care prograns, and on-site care. Private enpl oyers

can offer child care as part of a nenu of enployee benefits.

The Ceneral Assenbly recognizes that flexible conpensation

prograns providing a child care option are beneficial to the

private enployer through increased productivity, to the

private enployee in knowing that his or her children are

being cared for in a safe and nurturing environnent, and to

the State in npre dollars being avail able for purchasing

power and i nvestnent.

It is the intent of the GCeneral Assenbly to pronote

public-private partnerships to ensure that the children of

the State be provided safe and enriching child care at any

tine, but especially whil e parents work to renmin

sel f-sufficient. It is the intent of the GCeneral Assenbly

that private enployers be encouraged to participate in the

future of this State by providing enployee child care
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benefits. Further, it is the intent of the General Assenbly

to encourage private enployers to explore innovative ways to

assi st enployees to obtain quality child care.

The General Assenbly further recogni zes that many parents

need assi stance in paying the full costs of quality child

care. The public and private sectors, by working in

partnership, can pronote and i nprove access to quality child

care and early education for children of working fanmlies who

need it. Therefore, a nore fornal mechanismis necessary to

stinulate the establishnent of public-private partnerships.

It is the intent of the General Assenbly to expand the

avai lability of scholarship options for working famlies by

providing incentives for enployers to contribute to neeting

the needs of their enployees' fanilies through matching

public dollars available for child care.

(b) There is <created the the Child Care Executive

Partnership to establi sh and govern the Child Care

Partnership Program The purpose of t he Chil d Car e

Partnership Program is to use State and federal funds as

incentives for matching local funds derived from |oca

governnents, enployers, charitable foundations, and other

sources, so that |Illinois comunities may create |oca

fl exible part ner shi ps with enployers. The Child Care

Partnership Program funds shall be used at the discretion of

local communities to neet the needs of local comunities in

addressing the child care needs of working parents. A child

care purchasing pool shall be devel oped with State, federal,

and local funds to provide subsidies to lowincone worKking

parents who are eliqgible for subsidized child care with a

dollar-for-dollar match from enpl oyers, |ocal governnent, and

other matching contributors. The funds used from the child

care purchasi ng pool nust be used to suppl enent or extend the

use of existing public or private funds and nmay not be used

to supplant the nmi ntenance of effort presently exerted by
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the enpl oyer or other participant in the activity funded.

(c) The Child Care Executive Partnership, staffed by the

Departnment of Human Services, consists of:

(1) A representative of the Ofice of the Governor

who shall serve at the pleasure of the CGovernor

(2) N ne nenmbers of the corporate or child care

community, appointed by the Governor, to be known as the

"board". Menbers of the board shall serve for a period

of 4 years.

(3) One representative from each of the 10 Child

Care Partnership Program pil ot purchasing pool counties

establi shed by the board, known as the "oversi ght group"

Menbers of the oversight gqgroup shall serve at the

pl easure of the CGovernor

The Child Care Executive Partnership shall be chaired by

a nenber chosen by a npjority vote of the board and shal

meet at | east quarterly and at other tines upon the call of

the chair.

Menbers shall serve wi thout conpensation, but may be

rei nbursed for per diemand travel expenses.

(d) The Child Care Executive Partnership has all the

powers and authority, not explicitly prohibited by |aw,

necessary to carry out and effectuate the purposes of this

Section, including, but not limted to, the foll ow ng:

(1) Assisting in the forrmulation and coordi nation

of the State's child care policy.

(2) Adopting an official seal.

(3) Soliciting, accepting, receiving, investing,

and expendi ng funds frompublic or private sources.

(4 Contracting wth public or private entities as

(5) Approving an annual budget.

(6) Carrying f or war d any unexpended State

appropriations into succeeding fiscal years, subject to
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reappropri ations by the General Assenbly.

(7) Providing a report to the Governor, the Speaker

of the House of Representatives, and the President of the

Senate on or before Decenber 1 of each year.

(e) The General Assenbly, by appropriation, shal

annually determ ne the anpbunt of State or federal |owincone

child care noneys that may be wused to create Child Care

Partnership Program child care purchasing pools in counties

chosen by the board of the Child Care Executive Partnership.

The CGeneral Assenbly shall review the effectiveness of the

child care purchasing pool program and reeval uate t he

percentage of additional State or federal funds, if any, that

can be used for the progranis expansi on.

To ensure a seanl ess service delivery and ease of access

for famlies, the community coordinated child care agencies

shall adnminister the child care purchasi ng pool funds.

The Departnent of Human Services shall issue a request

for proposal for the operation of the pilot child care

pur chasi ng pool s. In order to be considered, the conmunity

coordi nated child care agency nust commit to:

(i) matching the state pil ot purchasi ng pool funds

on a dollar-for-dollar basis; and

(ii) expending only those public funds that are

matched by enployers, |ocal governnent, and ot her

mat chi ng contributors who contribute to the pilot

pur chasi ng pool . Parents shall also pay a fee, based

upon the Departnent's child care fee scal e.

(f) Each comunity coordinated child care agency shal

be required to establish a community child care task force

for each pilot <child care purchasing pool. The task force

must be conposed of enployers, parents, private child care

providers, and one representative each fromthe district

i nt eragency coordinating council for children's services and

the local children's services council, if they exist in the
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area of the pilot purchasing pool. The comunity coordi nated

child care agency is expected to recruit the task force

menbers from existing child care councils, conm SSions, or

task forces already operating in the area of a pilot

purchasing pool. A majority of the task force shall consi st

of enpl oyers. Each task force shall develop a plan for the

use of child care purchasing pool funds. The plan nust show

how many children wll be served by the pilot purchasing

pool, how many will be new to receiving child care services,

and how the community coordinated child care agency intends

to attract new enployers and their enployees to the pilot

project.

(g) The Departnent of Human Services shall adopt any

rul es necessary for the inplenentation and adninistration of

this Section.
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