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AN ACT concerni ng dental hygienists.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Dental Practice Act is anended

by changing Section 18 as foll ows:

(225 ILCS 25/18) (from Ch. 111, par. 2318)

(Section scheduled to be repeal ed on January 1, 2006)

Sec. 18. Acts constituting the practice of dental
hygiene; - Ilimtations. A dental hygienist may be enployed or
engaged only:

(a) Under the supervision of a dentist:

(1) In the office of a dentist;

(2) By a federal, State, county or nunicipa
agency or institution;

(3) By a public or private school; or

(4 By a public clinic operating under the
direction of a hospital or federal, State, county,
muni ci pal or other public agency or institution.

When enpl oyed or engaged pursuant to this paragraph (a) a
dental hygienist my perform the follow ng procedures and
acts:

(1) the operative procedure of dental hygiene,
consi sting of oral prophylactic procedures;

(ii) the exposure and processing of X Ray
films of the teeth and surroundi ng structures;

(ti1) the application to the surfaces of the
teeth or guns of chem cal conpounds designed to be
desensitizing agents or effective agents in the
prevention of dental caries or periodontal disease;

(iv) all services which may be perfornmed by a

dental assistant as specified by rule pursuant to
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Section 17;
(v) admnistration and nonitoring of nitrous
oxi de upon successful conpletion of a training

program approved by the Departnent of Professional

(vi) admnistration of |ocal anesthetics upon
successful conpletion of a training program approved
by the Departnent; and

(vii) such other procedures and acts as shal
be prescri bed by rule or regulation of the
Depart nent .

(b) Under the general supervision of a dentist in a
long-term care facility |licensed by the State of
II'linois, or a nental health or devel opnental disability
facility operated by the Departnent of Human Services, if
the patient is wunable to travel to a dental office
because of illness or infirmty. The dentist shal
personal | y exam ne and di agnose the patient and determ ne
whi ch services are necessary to be perfornmed, which shal
be contained in a witten order to the hygienist. Such
order nust be inplenmented wthin 90 days of its issuance,
and an wupdated nedical history and oral inspection nust
be performed by the hygienist imediately prior to
begi nning the procedures to ensure that the patient's
health has not <changed in any mnner to warrant a
reexam nation by the dentist.

(c) Wthout the supervision of a dentist, a dental
hygi enist may performdental health education functions
and may record case histories and oral condi tions
obser ved.

The nunber of dental hygienists practicing in a dental

office shall not exceed, at any one tine, 4 tinmes the nunber
of dentists practicing in the office at the tine.

(Source: P.A 91-594, eff. 1-1-00; 91-689, eff. 1-1-01.)
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