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AN ACT concerni ng vehicl es.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Vehicle Code is anmended by

changi ng Sections 18a-200 and 18a-300 as foll ows:

(625 ILCS 5/18a-200) (from Ch. 95 1/2, par. 18a-200)

Sec. 18a-200. Ceneral powers and duties of Conm ssion.
The Comm ssion shall:

(1) Regulate comrercial vehicle relocators and their
enpl oyees or agents in accordance with this Chapter and to
that end nay establish reasonable requirenents wth respect
to proper service and practices relating thereto;

(2) Require the maintenance of uniform systens of
accounts, records and the preservation thereof;

(3) Require that all drivers and other personnel used in
rel ocation be enployees of a licensed rel ocator;

(4) Regulate equipnent |easing to and by rel ocators;

(5) Adopt reasonable and proper rules covering the
exercise of powers conferred wupon it by this Chapter, and
reasonable rules governing investigations, hearings and
proceedi ngs under this Chapter;

(6) Set reasonable rates for the commercial tow ng or
removal of trespassing vehicles fromprivate property. The
rates shall not exceed the nean average of the 5 highest
rates for police tows within the territory to which this
Chapter applies that are performed under Sections 4-201 and
4-214 of this Code and that are of record at hearing;
provided that the Comm ssion shall not re-calculate the
maxi mum speci fied herein if the order containing the previous
cal cul ation was entered wthin one cal endar year of the date

on which the new order is entered. Set reasonable rates for
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t he storage;-for-pertods--in--exeess--of--24--hours; of the
vehicles in connection with the tow ng or renoval.:-hewever;
ne-rel ocat or-shall -t npose-charges-for-storage-for--the--first
24--hours--after--tow ng-or-renpval: Set reasonable rates for
ot her services provided by relocators.;--provided--that--the
Fates--shall--net--be--charged--to-the-ower-or - operat or - of - a
Fel ocat ed-veht el e- - - Any-fee-eharged-by-a--relocator--for--the
use--of--a--credit--card--that-ts-used-to-pay-for-any-serviece
Fendered- by-the-rel ocator-shall--be--itneluded--in--the--total
anount - - t hat - - shal | - - net - - exeeed- - t he- raxt rum r easonabl e-rate
est abl t shed- by-t he- Conmt ssi on-  The Conm ssion shall require
a relocator to refund any anount charged in excess of the
reasonabl e rate established by the Comm ssion; -t nel udt ng- - any
fee-for-the-use-of-a-eredit-card,

(7) Investigate and maintain current files of the

crimnal records, if any, of all relocators and their
enpl oyees and of all applicants for relocator's |icense,
operator's licenses and dispatcher's |icenses. If the

Commi ssion determ nes that an applicant for a |license issued
under this Chapter wll be subjected to a crimnal history
records check, the applicant shall submt his or her
fingerprints to the Departnent of State Police in the form
and manner prescribed by the Departnment of State Police.
These fingerprints shall be checked agai nst the Departnent of
State Police and Federal Bureau of Investigation crimnal
hi story record informati on databases now and hereafter fil ed.
The Departnent of State Police shall charge the applicant a
fee for conducting the crimnal history records check, which
shal | be deposited in the State Police Services Fund and
shall not exceed the actual cost of the records check. The
Department of State Police shall furnish pursuant to positive
identification, records of conviction to the Conmm ssion;

(8) Issue relocator's licenses, dispatcher's enploynment

permts, and operator's enploynent permts in accordance with
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Article IV of this Chapter;

(9) Establish fitness standards for applicants seeking
rel ocator |icensees and hol ders of relocator |icenses;

(10) Upon verified conplaint in witing by any person,
organi zation or body politic, or upon its own initiative may,
i nvestigate whether any commercial vehicle relocator,
operator, dispatcher, or person otherw se required to conply
with any provision of this Chapter or any rule promul gated
hereunder, has failed to conply with any provision or rule;

(11) Whenever the Comm ssion receives notice from the
Secretary of State that any donestic or foreign corporation
regul at ed under this Chapter has not paid a franchise tax,
license fee or penal ty required under the Business
Corporation Act of 1983, institute proceedings for the
revocation of the license or right to engage in any business
required under this Chapter or the suspension thereof until
such tinme as the delinquent franchise tax, license fee or
penalty is paid.

(Source: P.A 93-418, eff. 1-1-04.)

(625 ILCS 5/18a-300) (fromCh. 95 1/2, par. 18a-300)

Sec. 18a-300. Commercial vehicle relocators - Unl awf ul
practices. It shall be unlawful for any commercial vehicle
rel ocator:

(1) To operate in any county in which this Chapter is
applicable without a valid, current relocator's |license as
provided in Article IV of this Chapter;

(2) To enploy as an operator, or otherw se so use the
services of, any person who does not have at the commencenent
of enploynment or service, or at any tinme during the course of
enpl oynent or service, a valid, current operator's enpl oynent
permt, or tenporary operator's enploynent permt issued in
accordance wth Sections 18a-403 or 18a-405 of this Chapter;

or to fail to notify the Conm ssion, in witing, of any known
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crimnal conviction of any enployee occurring at any tinme
before or during the course of enploynent or service;

(3) To enploy as a dispatcher, or otherw se so use the
services of, any person who does not have at the commencenent
of enploynment or service, or at any tinme during the course of
enpl oynent or service, a valid, current dispatcher's or
operator's enploynent permt or tenporary dispatcher's or
operator's enploynent permt 1issued in accordance wth
Sections 18a-403 or 18a-407 of this Chapter; or to fail to
notify the Commssion, in witing, of any known crimnal
conviction of any enployee occurring at any tinme before or
during the course of enploynent or service;

(4) To operate upon the highways of this State any
vehicle used in connection with any comrercial vehicle
rel ocation service unless:

(A) There is painted or firmMy affixed to the
vehicle on both sides of the vehicle in a color or colors
vividly contrasting to the color of the vehicle the nane,
address and telephone nunber of the relocator. The
Comm ssi on shal | prescribe reasonabl e rul es and
regul ations pertaining to insignia to be painted or
firmy af fi xed to vehicles and shall waive the
requi renents of the address on any vehicle in cases where
the operator of a vehicle has painted or otherwise firmy
affixed to the vehicle a seal or trade mark that clearly
identifies the operator of the vehicle; and

(B) There is <carried in the power wunit of the
vehicle a certified copy of +the currently effective
relocator's Ilicense and operator's enploynent permt.
Copi es may be phot ographed, photocopied, or reproduced or
printed by any other |egible and durable process. Any
person gquilty of not causing to be displayed a copy of
his relocator's |icense and operator's enploynent permt

may in any hearing concerning the violation be excused
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fromthe paynment of the penalty hereinafter provided upon

a showing that the license was issued by the Comm ssion,

but was subsequently | ost or destroyed,

(5 To operate wupon the highways of this State any
vehicle used in connection with any comrercial vehicle
relocation service that bears the nane or address and
t el ephone nunber of any person or entity other than the
rel ocator by which it is owed or to which it is |eased;

(6) To adverti se in any newspaper, book, list,
classified directory or other publication unless there 1is
contained in the advertisement the |I|icense nunber of the
rel ocator;

(7) To renove any vehicle fromprivate property wthout
having first obtained the witten authorization of the
property owner or other person in |awful possession or
control of the property, his authorized agent, or an
aut hori zed | aw enforcenent officer. The authorization may be
on a contractual basis covering a period of tinme or limted
to a specific renoval

(8) To charge the private property owner, who requested
that an wunauthorized vehicle be renoved fromhis property,
with the costs of renoving the vehicle contrary to any terns
that may be a part of the contract between the property owner
and the comercial relocator. Nothing in this paragraph shal
prevent a relocator from assessing, collecting, or receiving
fromthe property owner, lessee, or their agents any fee
prescribed by the Comm ssion;

(9) To renove a vehicle when the owner or operator of
the vehicle is present or arrives at the vehicle |l ocation at
any time prior to the conpletion of renoval, and is willing
and able to renove the vehicle i nmediately;

(10) To renove any vehicle fromproperty on which signs
are required and on which there are not posted appropriate

si gns under Section 18a-302;
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(11) To fail to notify law enforcenent authorities in
the jurisdiction in which the trespassing vehicle was renoved
Wi thin one hour of the renoval. Notification shall include a
conplete description of the vehicle, registration nunbers if
possi bl e, the locations fromwhich and to which the vehicle
was renoved, the time of renoval, and any other information
required by regul ation, statute or ordi nance;

(12) To inpose any charge other than in accordance wth
the rates set by the Comm ssion as provided in paragraph (6)
of Section 18a-200 of this Chapter;

(13) To fail, in the office or location at which
rel ocated vehicles are routinely returned to their owners, to
prom nently post the nane, address and telephone nunber of
the nearest office of the Comm ssion to which inquiries or
conpl aints may be sent;

(13.1) To fail to distribute to each owner or operator
of a relocated vehicle, in witten formas prescribed by
Comm ssion rule or regulation, the rel evant st at ut es,
regul ati ons and ordinances governing comercial vehicle
relocators, including, in at least 12 point boldface type,
the nanme, address and tel ephone nunber of the nearest office
of the Comm ssion to which inquiries or conplaints may be
sent;

(14) To renove any vehicle, otherw se in accordance with
this Chapter, nore than 15 air mles fromits |ocation when
towed froma location in an unincorporated area of a county
or nore than 10 air mles fromits |ocation when towed from
any ot her | ocation;

(15) To fail to nmake a tel ephone nunber available to the
police departnent of any nunicipality in which a relocator
operates at which the relocator or an enployee of the
rel ocator may be contacted at any tine during the hours in
which the relocator is engaged in the tow ng of vehicles, or

advertised as engaged in the towing of vehicles, for the
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pur pose of effectuating the release of a towed vehicle; or to
fail to include the tel ephone nunber in any adverti senent of
the relocator's services published or otherw se appearing on
or after the effective date of this anendatory Act; or to
fail to have an enployee available at any tine on the
prem ses owned or controlled by the relocator for the

purposes of arranging for the imediate release of the

vehi cl e.
Apart fromany other penalty or liability authorized
under this Act, if after a reasonable effort, the owner of

the vehicle is unable to nake telephone contact wth the
relocator for a period of one hour fromhis initial attenpt
during any tinme period in which the relocator is required to
respond at the nunber, all fees for tow ng, storage, or
ot herwi se are to be waived. Proof of 3 attenpted phone calls
to the nunber provided to the police departnent by an officer
or enployee of the departnent on behalf of the vehicle owner
within the space of one hour, at Jleast 2 of which are
separated by 45 mnutes, shall be deened sufficient proof of
the owner's reasonable effort to nmake contact wth the
vehicle relocator. Failure of the relocator to respond to the
phone calls is not a crimnal violation of this Chapter;

(16) To use equipnent which the rel ocator does not own,
except in conpliance with Section 18a-306 of this Chapter and
Comm ssion regul ati ons. No equi pnment can be |leased to nore
than one relocator at any time. Equipnent |eases shall be
filed with the Conmssion. |If equipment is leased to one
rel ocator, it cannot thereafter be Ileased to another
rel ocator until a witten cancellation of lease is properly
filed with the Conmm ssion;

(17) To wuse drivers or other personnel who are not
enpl oyees or contractors of the rel ocator;

(18) (Blank) Teo-fatt-to-refund--any--anpunt--charged--tn

exeess- of -t he- r easonabl e- r at e- est abl t shed- by- t he- Connt ssit on;
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(19) To violate any other provision of this Chapter, or
of Comm ssion regulations or orders adopted under this
Chapt er.

(Source: P.A 88-448.)
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