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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Providing care and habilitative services to
individuals wth devel opnental disabilities is a fundanment al

responsibility of Illinois State governnent; and

VWHEREAS, These vul nerable individuals depend on these
services to ensure their safety, neet their basic needs, and

hel p them develop to their fullest potential; and

VWHEREAS, I1linois has a W despread net wor k of
communi ty-based agencies with which it contracts to provide
these residential and day treatnent progranms to thousands of

di sabl ed i ndi vi dual s; and

WHEREAS, A critical variable in providing high quality
services is having a dedicated, stable, well-trained staff;

and

WHEREAS, Historically these agencies have not received
sufficient State funding to provide salary |levels or benefits

that can attract and retain enpl oyees; and

VWHEREAS, These |ow wages and inadequate benefits are
unfair to the enpl oyees who provide this vital service as
well as to the individuals they serve who suffer fromthe

hi gh enpl oyee turnover and | ack of continuity of care; and

WHEREAS, Over the past three years insurance costs for
t hese agencies, particularly enpl oyee health insurance costs,

have increased far faster than the rate of inflation; and

WHEREAS, These agenci es did not receive any
cost-of-living increase in the previous two years, |eaving
many | owwage workers w thout a wage increase during that

period; and

WHEREAS, In recognition of all of the above, the Illinois

Ceneral Assenbly, by an overwhelmng vote, included a 4%
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cost-of-living increase for these agencies serving people
wi th devel opnental disabilities in the Illinois FY 04 budget;

and

WHEREAS, Governor Bl agojevich signed that increase into

| aw, and

VWHEREAS, The O fice of Managenent and Budget has directed
all State agencies to hold back 2% of their funds in reserve;

and

WHEREAS, In response to this directive, the Departnent of
Human Services 1is withholding a portion of the appropriated

increase fromthe grants to these agencies; and

WHEREAS, Because of other actions taken by the Departnent
of Human Services, many of these agencies have thus far not

received any increase at all; and

VWHEREAS, Based on information currently available, DHS is
pl anning to provide these agencies with an increase that wll

average approxi mately 2% and

WHEREAS, Because funding to these agencies is reinbursed
by the federal governnment at the rate of 50% through the
Medi caid program the actual cost to the State to fund the
full 4%is |less than the anobunt being w thheld; therefore, be

it

RESCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-TH RD GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF |ILLINOS, that we call upon the
Governor's Ofice of Managenent and Budget and the Departnent
of Human Services to act to ensure that agencies serving the
devel opnentally disabled through contracts wth the State
receive the full 4%cost-of-living increase that was nmandat ed
by action of the CGeneral Assenbly for the purpose of enabling
t hese agencies to increase direct care wages, neet rising

cost s, and continue to nmeet the vital needs of the
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1 i ndi vi dual s they serve.
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