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AN ACT in relation to nursing.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Nursing and Advanced Practice Nursing Act

i s anended by changing Section 10-30 as foll ows:

(225 1LCS 65/ 10-30)

Sec. 10-30. Qualifications for |icensure.

(a) Each appl i cant who successful ly neet s t he
requirenments of this Section shall be entitled to |licensure
as a Registered Nurse or Licensed Practical Nurse, whichever
is applicable.

(b) An applicant for |icensure by exam nation to
practice as a registered nurse or |icensed practical nurse
shal | :

(1) submt a conpleted witten application, on
forms provided by the Departnent and fees as established
by the Departnent;

(2) for registered nurse |licensure, have conpl eted
an approved professional nursing education program of not
| ess than 2 academ c years and have graduated from the
program for licensed practical nurse |icensure, have
conpl eted an approved practical nursing education program
of not |ess than one academ c year and have g¢raduated
fromthe program

(3) have not violated the provisions of Section
10-45 of this Act. The Departnment may take into
consi deration any felony conviction of the applicant, but
such a conviction shall not operate as an absolute bar to
i censure;

(4) neet all other requirenents as established by

rul e;
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(5 pay, either to the Departnent or its designated
testing service, a fee covering the cost of providing the
exam nation. Failure to appear for the exam nation on the
schedul ed date at the tine and place specified after the
applicant's application for exam nati on has been received
and acknowl edged by the Departnent or the designated
testing service shall result in the forfeiture of the
exam nation fee.

If an applicant neglects, fails, or refuses to take an
exam nation or fails to pass an examnation for a |icense
under this Act wthin 3 years after filing the application,
the application shall be denied. However, the applicant may
make a new application acconpanied by the required fee and
provi de evidence of neeting the requirenents in force at the
time of the new application.

An applicant who has never been |licensed previously in

any jurisdiction t hat utilizes a Depart nent - appr oved

exam nation and who has taken and failed to pass the

exam nation wthin 3 yvears after filing the applicati on nust

subm t pr oof of successf ul conpl eti on of a

Depart nent - aut hori zed nur si ng educati on program or

reconpl etion of an approved registered nursing program or

licensed practical nursing program as appropriate, prior to

re-application.

An applicant shall have one year from the date of
notification of successful conpletion of the examnation to
apply to the Departnment for a license. |If an applicant fails
to apply wthin one year, the applicant shall be required to
again take and pass the examnation wunless licensed in
another jurisdiction of the United States within one year of
passi ng the exam nati on.

(c) An applicant for licensure who is a registered
prof essional nurse or a licensed practical nurse |icensed by

exam nation wunder the |laws of another state or territory of
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the United States shall:

(1) submt a conpleted witten application, on
forms supplied by the Departnent, and fees as established
by the Departnent;

(2) for registered nurse licensure, have conpleted
an approved professional nursing education program of not
less than 2 academ c years and have graduated fromthe
program for licensed practical nurse licensure, have
conpl eted an approved practical nursing education program
of not Iless than one academ c year and have graduated
fromthe program

(3) submt verification of i censure st at us
directly from the Uni ted St ates jurisdiction of
I i censure;

(4) bhave passed the exam nation authorized by the
Depart nent;

(5 neet all other requirenents as established by
rul e.

(d) Al applicants for licensure pursuant to this
Section who are graduates of nursing educational progranms in
a country other than the United States or its territories
must submt to the Departnent certification of successful
conpletion of the Conm ssion of G aduates of Foreign Nursing
School s (CGFNS) exam nation. An applicant, who is wunable to
provi de appropriate docunentation to satisfy CG-NS of her or
hi s educational qualifications for the CGFNS exam nation,
shall be required to pass an exam nation to test conpetency
in the English I anguage which shall be prescribed by the
Departnent, if the applicant is determ ned by the Board to be
educationally prepared in nursing. The Board shall nake
appropriate inquiry into the reasons for any adver se
determ nati on by CGFNS before making its own deci sion.

An applicant |licensed in another state or territory who

is applying for |licensure and has received her or his
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education in a country other than the United States or its
territories shall be exenpt from the conpletion of the
Comm ssion of Gaduates of Foreign Nursing Schools (CGENS)
exam nation if the applicant neets all of the follow ng
requi renents:
(1) successful passage of the |icensure exam nation
aut hori zed by the Departnent;
(2) holds an active, unencunbered license in
anot her state; and
(3) has been actively practicing for a mni numof 2
years in another state.

(e) (Blank). Ne-appttiecant-shall-be-issued-a-}teense--as
a--registered--nurse--or--practtecal--nurse-under-t his- Seett on
unl ess- he- or - she- has- passed- t he- exant natt on- aut hort zed- by- t he
Pepart rent - w t hi n- 3- year s- of - eonpl et t on- and- - gr aduat t on- - f r om
an- - appr eved- nur st ng- educat t on- pr ogr ant - unk ess- sueh- appl + eant
subAtts----proof----of----suecessful----conpletion----of----a
Pepart rent - aut hor t zed- r enedt al - nur st hg- educat t on- - pr ogr an - of
Feconpl eti on- - of - - an- - appr oved- - r egt st er ed- nur st ng- pr ogr am of
It eensed- practt cal - nur st ng- progr an - as- appr oprit ate:

(f) Pending the issuance of a |icense under subsection
(b) of this Section, the Departnment may grant an applicant a
tenporary license to practice nursing as a registered nurse
or as a licensed practical nurse if the Departnent is
satisfied that the applicant holds an active, unencunbered
license in good standing in another jurisdiction. |If the
appl i cant holds nore than one current active license, or one
or nore active tenporary licenses fromother jurisdictions,
the Departnent shall not issue a tenporary license wuntil it
is satisfied that each current active |license held by the
applicant is unencunbered. The tenporary |icense, which
shall be issued no later than 14 working days follow ng
recei pt by the Departnment of an application for the tenporary

license, shall be granted wupon the subm ssion of t he
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followng to the Departnent:

(1) a signed and conpl et ed application for
i censure under subsection (a) of this Section as a
regi stered nurse or a licensed practical nurse;

(2) proof of a current, active license in at |east
one other jurisdiction and proof that each current active
license or tenporary license held by the applicant is
unencunber ed;

(3) a signed and conpleted application for a
tenporary |icense; and

(4) the required permt fee.

(g) The Departnment may refuse to issue an applicant a
tenporary |icense authorized pursuant to this Section if,
within 14 working days followng its recei pt of an
application for a t enporary license, the Departnent
determ nes that:

(1) the applicant has been convicted of a crine
under the laws of a jurisdiction of the United States:
(1) which is a felony; or (ii) which is a msdeneanor
directly related to the practice of the profession,
within the [ast 5 years;

(2) wthin the last 5 years the applicant has had a
license or permt related to the practice of nursing
revoked, suspended, or placed on probation by another
jurisdiction, if at Jleast one of the grounds for
revoki ng, suspending, or placing on probation is the sanme
or substantially equivalent to grounds in Illinois; or

(3) it intends to deny licensure by endorsenent.

For purposes of this Section, an "unencunbered |icense"
means a |icense agai nst which no disciplinary action has been
taken or is pending and for which all fees and charges are
paid and current.

(h) The Departnment may revoke a tenporary license issued

pursuant to this Section if:
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(1) it determnes that the applicant has been
convicted of a crime under the |l aw of any jurisdiction of
the United States that is (i) a felony or (ii) a
m sdeneanor directly related to the practice of the
profession, within the last 5 years;

(2) it determnes that within the last 5 years the
applicant has had a license or permt related to the
practice of nursing revoked, suspended, or placed on
probation by another jurisdiction, if at |east one of the
grounds for revoking, suspending, or placing on probation
is the sane or substantially equivalent to grounds in
[1linois; or

(3) it determnes that it intends to deny licensure
by endorsenent.

A tenporary license or renewed tenporary |icense shal
expire (i) upon issuance of an Illinois license or (ii) wupon
notification that the Departnent intends to deny |icensure by
endor senent . A tenporary |license shall expire 6 nonths from
the date of issuance. Further renewal may be granted by the
Departnent in hardship cases, as defined by rule. However, a
tenporary license shall automatically expire upon issuance of
the Illinois license or upon notification that the Departnent
intends to deny licensure, whichever occurs first. No
extensions shall be granted beyond the 6-nonth period unless
approved by the Director. Notification by the Departnent
under this Section shall be by certified or registered mail.

(Source: P.A 90-61, eff. 12-30-97; 90-742, eff. 8-13-98.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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