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AVMENDVENT TO HOUSE BI LL 548
AMENDMVENT NO. . Anend House Bill 548 by replacing

everything after the enacting clause with the foll ow ng:

"Section 5. The Departnent of Public Health Act is

anended by adding Section 8.5 as foll ows:

(20 ILCS 2305/8.5 new)
Sec. 8.5. Advisory Council on Psychotropic Drug Therapy

for Children and Adol escents.

The Director of Public Health shall appoint an Advisory

Counci | on Psychotropic Drug Therapy for Children and

Adol escents. The nenbership of the Council shall include at

| east one person fromeach of the following categories: (i)

child psychi atri sts, (ii) pharnacol ogi st s, (iii) child

behavioral specialists, (iv) educators, (v) parents of

chil dren t aki ng psychotropi c medi cati ons, (vi) «child

advocates, and (vii) representatives of the Departnent of

Children and Famly Services and other agencies involved in

provi di ng out-of-hone care for mnors. The Council shall have

the foll owi ng powers

(a) to receive information wth respect to, and

study and analyze, nental illness and serious enotional

di sturbances affecting children and adol escents;
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(b) to receive information wth respect to, and

study and analyze, psychotropi c drugs used as treat nent

for a nental illness or serious enotional disturbance,

with particular attention focused on the potential side

effects and consequences of abuse, misuse, nisdiagnosis,

or i nproper dosage;

(c) to address the potential inpact of psychotropic

drugs on children and adol escents, including the

rel ati onshi p between the use of such drugs and tendenci es

toward vi ol ence or suicide; and

(d) to conduct such public hearings as may be

necessary to carry out its powers and duties pursuant to

this Section.

The Council shall subnmit a witten report to the Governor

and the General Assenbly on or before Decenber 31, 2002,

setting forth the findings of the Council on matters within

the scope of its powers and duties as set forth in this

Section. The Departnent shall nmake this report available to

t he public.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw. ".
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