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AMENDMENT TO HOUSE BI LL 1623

AVENDMENT NO. .  Anend House Bill 1623, AS AMENDED
by replacing everything after the enacting clause with the

fol | ow ng:

"Section 5. The Attorney General Act is anended by

changi ng Section 4e as foll ows:

(15 | LCS 205/ 4e)
Sec. 4e. Recovery of lands; paynent of |egal fees. The

Attorney General may authorize, from funds appropriated

avat lable for that purpose, the paynent or reinbursement of
reasonabl e and appropriate | egal fees incurred by any person,
unit of |ocal governnent, or school district in defending any
l[itigation, action, or proceeding brought to recover | ands
within the State from such person, unit of |ocal governnent,
or school district, if (i) the |litigation, action, or
proceeding is based wupon an allegation that the title or a

beneficial interest in the title is derived from an invalid

f eder al | and patent, (ii) the person, unit of |ocal
governnent, or_ school district does not have | eqgal
representation available with regard to the |litigation,

action, or proceeding through a title insurer, (iii) the

Attorney CGeneral determnes that the authorization is in the
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public interest and that the I|egal representation can be

conducted efficiently and reasonably to avoid unnecessary

duplication of effort and costs, and (iv) the Attorney

General finds that a |oss of State sovereignty or
jurisdiction over those lands or liability for rents or
damages may result if the land patent is held to be invalid.
The hourly rate for legal fees paid or reinbursed under this
Section shall not exceed the maxi mum hourly rate customarily
paid to Special Assistant Attorneys Ceneral. The t ot al
anount of |egal fees paid or reinbursed under this Section

shall not exceed $100,000 in fiscal year 2001 and $100, 000 in

fiscal year 2002. The paynents or reinbursenents nay be made

from noneys appropriated to the Attorney General for fiscal
year 2001 for contractual services, notw thstandi ng any ot her
law to the contrary. The Attorney GCeneral nust, no later

than April 15, 2001 and March 15, 2002, submt to the General

Assenbly a detailed, witten report indicating which fees the
Attorney GCeneral has or intends to pay or reinburse and the
basis for making the paynent or reinbursenent. This Section
is repealed on July 1, 2002 2001.

(Source: P.A 91-940, eff. 2-1-01.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect on

June 30, 2001.".
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