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AN ACT concerni ng educati on.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The School Code is anmended by changing
Section 1D-1 and addi ng 2-3.51a as foll ows:

(105 ILCS 5/1D-1)
Sec. 1D-1. Block grant funding.

(a) For fiscal year 1996 and each fiscal year
thereafter, the State Board of Education shall award to a
school district having a population exceeding 500,000

i nhabitants a general education bl ock gr ant and an

educational services block grant, determ ned as provided in

this Section, in lieu of distributing to the district
separate State funding for the prograns descri bed in
subsections (b) and (c). The provisions of this Section,

however, do not apply to any federal funds that the district
is entitled to receive. |In accordance wth Section 2-3. 32,
all block grants are subject to an audit. Therefore, block
grant recei pts and bl ock grant expenditures shall be recorded
to the appropriate fund code for the designated bl ock grant.
(b) The general education block grant shall include the
follow ng prograns: REl Initiative, Summer Bridges, Preschool
At R sk, K-6 Conprehensive Arts, School |nprovenent Support,
Ur ban Educati on, Scientific Literacy, Substance Abuse
Prevention, Second Language Planning, Staff Devel opnent,
Qut cones and Assessnent, K-6 Reading |nprovenent, Truants'
Opti onal Education, Hi spanic Prograns, Agriculture Education,
G fted Education, Parental Education, Prevention Initiative,
Report Cards, and Cri m nal Backgr ound | nvesti gati ons.
Not wi t hst andi ng any other provision of law, all anounts paid

under the general education bl ock gr ant from State
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appropriations to a school district in a city having a
popul ati on exceedi ng 500, 000 i nhabi tants shal | be
appropriated and expended by the board of that district for
any of the prograns included in the block grant or any of the
board's | awful purposes.

(c) The educational services block grant shall include
the following programs: Bilingual, Regular and Vocati onal
Transportation, State Lunch and Free Breakfast Program

Speci al Education (Personnel, Extraordinary, Transportation,

Or phanage, Private Tuition), Sumrer School, Educati onal
Service Centers, and Adm nistrator's Acadeny. Thi s
subsection (c) does not relieve the district of its

obligation to provide the services required under a program
that is included within the educational services block grant.
It is the intention of the General Assenbly in enacting the
provisions of this subsection (c) to relieve the district of
the admnistrative burdens that i npede ef ficiency and
acconpany si ngl e- program fundi ng. The General Assenbly
encourages the board to pursue nandate waivers pursuant to
Section 2-3.25g.

(d) For fiscal year 1996 and each fiscal year
thereafter, the anmount of the district's block grants shal
be determined as follows: (i) with respect to each program
that is included within each block grant, the district shal
recei ve an anount equal to the same percentage of the current
fiscal year appropriation made for that program as the
percentage of the appropriation received by the district from
the 1995 fiscal year appropriation made for that program and
(1i) the total anmpbunt that is due the district under the
bl ock grant shall be the aggregate of the anounts that the
district is entitled to receive for the fiscal year wth
respect to each program that is included within the bl ock
grant that the State Board of Education shall award the

district wunder this Section for that fiscal year. 1In the
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case of the Summer Bridges program the anount of the
district's block grant shall be equal to 44% of the anmount of
the current fiscal year appropriation nmade for that program

(e) The district is not required to file any application
or other claimin order to receive the block grants to which
it is entitled under this Section. The State Board of
Education shall make paynents to the district of anounts due
under the district's block grants on a schedul e determ ned by
the State Board of Educati on.

(f) A school district to which this Section applies
shall report to the State Board of Education on its use of
the bl ock grants in such formand detail as the State Board
of Education may specify.

(g) This paragraph provides for the treatnent of bl ock
grants under Article 1C for purposes of calculating the
anmount of block grants for a district under this Section.
Those bl ock grants under Article IC are, for this purpose,
treated as included in the anmount of appropriation for the
various prograns set forth in paragraph (b) above. The
appropriation in each <current fiscal year for each bl ock
grant under Article 1C shall be treated for these purposes as
appropriations for the individual program included in that
bl ock grant. The proportion of each block grant so allocated
to each such programincluded in it shall be the proportion
which the appropriation for that program was of al
appropriations for such purposes now in that block grant, in
fiscal 1995.

(Source: P.A. 90-566, eff. 1-2-98; 90-653, eff. 7-29-98;
91-711, eff. 7-1-00.)

(105 I'LCS 5/ 2-3.51a new)

Sec. 2-3.51a. Readi ng i nprovenent grants.

(a) Beginning wth the 2001-2002 school year, the State

Board of Education, froma separate appropriation nmade for
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the purposes of this Section, shall neke readi ng i nprovenent

grants to school districts in order to inprove the reading

and study skills of students in kindergarten through twelfth

grade. The State Board nay use up to 2% of the appropriation

for the purpose of providing teacher training and retraining

in the teaching of reading. The remaining funds shall be

distributed to school districts as foll ows:

(1) Up to the first $5,000,000 in new funds in the

2001-2002 school vyear shall be distributed to districts

serving grades 7 through 12. O the funds all ocated

under this paragraph (1), 70% shall be distributed on the

basis of each district's share of the prior vear's best 3

nmonths average daily attendance in those grades and 30%

shall be distributed on the basis of each district's

shar e of the prior vyear's nunber of econonically

di sadvantaged (ESEA Title 1) pupils in those grades.

(2) The remainder of the appropriation shall be

distributed to districts serving Kkindergarten through

grade 6. O the funds allocated under this paragraph

(2), 70% shall be distributed on the basis of each

district's share of the prior vyear's best 3 nonths

average daily attendance in those grades and 30% shall be

distributed on the basis of each district's share of the

prior year's nunber of econonmically disadvantaged (ESEA

Title 1) pupils in those grades.

G ants shall be prorated as necessary for the 2001-2002

school year to ensure that the grant for each school district

shall be no less than the grant that the district received

duri ng t he 2000- 2001 school vear under the Reading

| nprovenent Bl ock Grant Program

Program funds shall be distributed to school districts in

2 seni -annual installnents, one paynent on or before Cctober

30 and one paynent on or before April 30, each year.

(b) A grant shall be awarded to each school district
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subm tting an approved application on a formprovided by the

State Board of Education. The application shall include a

pr oposed assessnent nethod for neasuring the reading qgrowth

of students who receive direct instruction as a result of the

funding and the inpact of staff devel opnent activities on

student growth in reading. Such nethods may include the

reading portion of the Illinois Standards Achi evenent Testing

Pr ogr am At the end of each school year, the district shal

report performance of proqgress results to the State Board.

Districts not denpbnstrating perfornmance progress using an

approved assessnment nethod shall not be eligible for funding

in the third or subsequent vears until such progress is

est abl i shed.

(c) Gants shall be used to hire reading specialists,

readi nqg teachers, and reading aides in order to provide early

reading intervention in Kkindergarten through grade 2 and

prograns of continued readi ng support for students in qrades

3 through 12 who need continued assistance in learning to

read or in nmmintaining reading achi evenent . Pr ogr ans

provided with grant funds shall not replace quality classroom

r eadi ng instruction, but shall i nstead suppl enent such

instruction. Therefore, funds may be used for professional

devel opnent for classroomteachers, adninistrators, and other

appropriate staff nenbers on the teachi ng of readingq. Funds

used for instruction and staff devel opnent nust be based on

scientifically-based readi ng research and best practices that

denpnstrate student growh in readi ng achi evenent. In this

Section, the term "scientifically-based reading research"

means the application of rigorous, systematic, and objective

procedures to obtain valid knowl edge relevant to reading

devel opnent, reading instruction, and reading difficulties.

The termincludes research that enpl oys systematic, enpirical

met hods that draw on observation or experinent, involves

rigorous data analysis that is adequate to test the stated
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hypot heses and to justify the general conclusions drawn,

relies on neasurenments or observational nethods that provide

valid data across evaluators and observers and acr oss

mul ti pl e neasurenents and observati ons, and has been accepted

by peer -revi ewed i our nal or approved by a panel of

i ndependent experts through a conparably rigorous, objective

and scientific revi ew

G ants shall be used as foll ows:

(1) In kindergarten through second grade, funds

shall be used to establish short-term tutorial early

reading intervention prograns for children who are at

risk of failing to learn to read. The prograns shall (i)

focus on scientifically-based research and best practices

with proven long-termresults, (ii) identify students in

need of help no Jlater than the mddle of first grade,

(iii) provide ongoing training for teachers in the

program (iv) focus instruction on strengthening a

student's phonenmi ¢ awareness, phonics, fluency, and

conprehension skills, (v) provide a neans to docunent and

evaluate student qgrowh, and (vi) provide properly

trai ned staff.

(2) In grades 3 through 6, funds shall be used to

establish prograns of support f or students who

denmonstrate a need for continued assistance in | earning

toread and in naintaining reading achievenent. These

prograns shall (i) focus on scientifically-based research

and best practices wth proven long-termresults, (ii)

provide ongoing training for teachers and other staff

menbers in the program (iii) focus instruction on

st rengt heni ng a student's phoni cs, fl uency, and

conprehension skills in grades 3 through 6, (iv) provide

a neans to eval uate and docunent student growh, and (V)

provide properly trained staff.

(3) In grades K through 6, funds shall be used to
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provi de classroomreading materials for students. Each

district shall allocate up to 10% of the funds for this

purpose if the appropriati on exceeds $92, 000, 000.

(4) In grades 7 through 12, funds shall be used to

establish prograns of support for students who need

continued assistance in learning to read and in

mai ntaining reading achievenent. These prograns shal

(i) focus on best scientifically-based research and

practice with proven long-term results, (ii) provide

ongoing training for teachers and other staff menbers in

the program (iii) focus instruction on strengthening a

student's comprehension of infornmational and technical

text and study skills, (iv) provide a neans to evaluate

and docunent student progress, and (v) provide properly

trai ned staff.

(5) Funds shall be used to provide a long-term

pr of essi onal devel opnent program for cl assroom teachers,

adm ni strators, and other appropriate staff. The program

shall (i) focus on scientifically-based research and best

practices with proven long-termresults, (ii) provide a

means to eval uate student progress in reading as a result

of the training, (iii) and be provided by approved staff

devel opnent provi ders.

(d) The St at e Superi nt endent of Educati on, in

cooperation with the school districts participating in this

reading grant program shal | annual | vy report to t he

| eadership of the General Assenbly on the results of the

reading grant program and the progress being nade on

inproving the reading skills of students in kindergarten

through twelfth qgrade.

(e) The State Board of Education nmay pronulgate any

rul es necessary for inplenentation of this Section.

(105 ILCS 5/2-3.51 rep.)


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


- 8- LRB9201911NTsbC

Section 10. The School Code is anended by repealing
Section 2-3.51.

Secti on 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect on

July 1, 2001.
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