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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The alarm ng rate of honel essness anong nentally
ill persons in the State of Illinois is a great cause for
concern and requires action by the |Illinois Housing

Devel opnent Authority; and

WHEREAS, it has been estimated that 20% to 25% of
honel ess people in the United States suffer from sone form of
serious nmental illness, and, in the Chicago area, certain
areas report that as nuch as 65% of their honel ess popul ati on
suffers fromnental illness; the Chicago Departnent of Human
Services determned that from Cctober 1998 through Novenber
1999 there were 15,774 honeless persons in the Cty of
Chicago alone, or at least 3,155 nentally ill honel ess
persons using the national average rate; for fiscal year
2000, the Illinois Departnent of Human Services reported at
| east 2,993 honeless nentally ill persons in Chicago and at

least 5,960 in Illinois; and

VWHEREAS, The hardship to nentally ill persons and the
i kel i hood of imm nent harm and death to nentally ill persons
is greatly exacerbated by the conbination of their nental

ill ness and honel essness; and

VWHEREAS, Section 7. 24h of t he II'linois Housing
Devel opnent Act (20 |ILCS 3805/7.24h), enacted in 1989,
authorized the Illinois Housing Developnment Authority to
extend loans or grants to finance housing for nentally il
honel ess persons, and required t he I1linois Housi ng
Devel opnent Authority to develop a plan for making certain

housing units available to the honeless nentally ill; and

WHEREAS, To date, this plan on behalf of the honeless

mentally ill has never been devel oped; and

WHEREAS, The nenbers of the House of Representatives are
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concerned that neasures to alleviate the suffering of these
citizens of the State of Illinois be undertaken; therefore,

be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we urge the Illinois Housing Devel opnment Authority to fulfill
its statutory nmandate and develop the plan for housing for
the honeless nentally ill as required under Section 7.24h of
the 1llinois Housing Developnment Act (20 ILCS 3805/7.24h);

and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
delivered to the Governor of the State of Illinois and to the
Executi ve Director of +the Illinois Housing Devel opnent

Aut hority.
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