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AN ACT concerni ng vehicl es.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The 1llinois Vehicle Code is anended by

changi ng Section 12-215 as foll ows:

(625 ILCS 5/12-215) (fromCh. 95 1/2, par. 12-215)

Sec. 12-215. Gscillating, rotating or flashing lights on
not or vehicles. Except as otherwi se provided in this Code:

(a) The use of red or white oscillating, rotating or
flashing lights, whether lighted or unlighted, is prohibited
except on:

1. Law enforcement vehicles of State, Federal or
| ocal authorities,;

2. A vehicle operated by a police officer or county
coroner and desi gnat ed or aut hori zed by | ocal
authorities, in witing, as a |law enforcenment vehicle;
however, such designation or authorization nmnust be
carried in the vehicle;

3. Vehicles of local fire departnents and State or
federal firefighting vehicles;

4. Vehicles which are desi gned and used excl usively
as anbul ances or rescue vehicles; furthernore, such
lights shall not be lighted except when responding to an
energency call for and while actually conveying the sick
or injured;

5. Tow trucks licensed in a state that requires
such lights; furthernore, such lights shall not be
lighted on any such tow truck while the tow truck is
operating in the State of Illinois; and

6. Vehicles of the I1llinois Enmergency Managenent

Agency, and vehicles of the Departnment of Nuclear Safety;
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and-

7. Vehicles operated by a |l ocal or county energency

managenent services agency as defined in the Illlinois

Ener gency Managenent Agency Act.

(b) The use of anber oscillating, rotating or flashing

lights, whether |lighted or unlighted, is prohibited except

1. Second division vehicles designed and used for
towng or hoisting vehicles; furthernore, such lights
shall not be |ighted except as required in this paragraph
1; such lights shall be lighted when such vehicles are
actually being used at the scene of an accident or
di sablement; if the towng vehicle is equipped with a
flat bed that supports all wheels of the vehicle being
transported, the lights shall not be Ilighted while the
vehicle 1is engaged in towng on a highway; if the tow ng
vehicle is not equipped with a flat bed that supports al
wheel s of a vehicle being transported, the lights shal
be lighted while the towng vehicle is engaged in tow ng
on a highway during all tinmes when the use of headlights
is required under Section 12-201 of this Code;

2. Mtor vehicles or equipnment of the State of
Il'linois, local authorities and contractors; furthernore,
such lights shall not be Ilighted except while such
vehicles are engaged in nmaintenance or construction
operations wthin the limts of construction projects;

3. Vehicles or equipnent used by engineering or
survey crews; furthernore, such lights shall not be
lighted except while such vehicles are actually engaged
in work on a hi ghway;

4. Vehicles of public utilities, municipalities, or
ot her construction, nmaintenance or autonotive service
vehi cl es except that such lights shall be lighted only as

a neans for indicating the presence of a vehicular
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traffic hazard requiring unusual <care in approaching,
overtaking or passing while such vehicles are engaged in
mai nt enance, service or construction on a hi ghway;

5. Oversized vehicle or | oad; however, such |Ilights
shall only be lighted when noving under permt issued by
t he Departnent under Section 15-301 of this Code;

6. The front and rear of notorized equi pnmrent owned
and operated by the State of Illinois or any political
subdi vi sion thereof, which is designed and used for
removal of snow and ice from hi ghways;

7. Fleet safety vehicles registered in another
state, furthernore, such lights shall not be lighted
except as provided for in Section 12-212 of this Code;

8. Such other vehicles as nmay be authorized by
| ocal authorities,;

9. Law enforcement vehicles of State or |ocal
authorities when used in conmbination wth red
oscillating, rotating or flashing |ights;

10. Vehicles used for collecting or delivering nmail
for the United States Postal Service provided that such
lights shall not be |ighted except when such vehicles are
actually being used for such purposes;

11. Any vehicle displaying a slownoving vehicle
enbl em as provided in Section 12-205. 1;

12. Al trucks equipped wth self-conpactors or
roll-off hoists and roll-on containers for garbage or
refuse hauling. Such lights shall not be |ighted except
when such vehicles are actually being used for such
pur poses;

13. Vehicles wused by a security conpany, alarm
responder, or control agency, if the security conpany,
al arm responder, or control agency is bound by a contract
wth a federal, State, or |ocal governnent entity to use

the lights; and
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14. Security vehicles of the Departnent of Human
Services; however, the lights shall not be |ighted except
when being used for security rel ated purposes under the
direction of the superintendent of the facility where the
vehicle is |ocated.

(c) The use of blue oscillating, rotating or flashing

lights, whether I|ighted or unlighted, is prohibited except

1. Rescue squad vehicles not owned by a fire
departnment and vehicles owned or fully operated by a:

voluntary firefighter;

paid firefighter;

part-paid firefighter;

call firefighter;

menber of the board of trustees of a fire
protection district;

paid or unpaid nenber of a rescue squad; of

paid or unpaid nenber of a voluntary anbul ance
unit; or

paid or unpaid nenmbers of a local or county

energency nmnagenent services agency as defined in

the Illinois Energency Managenent Agency Act ,

designated or authorized by local authorities, in

witing, and carrying t hat desi gnhati on or

aut hori zation in the vehicle.

However, such lights are not to be lighted except
when responding to a bona fide energency.

2. Police departnent vehicles in cities having a
popul ati on of 500,000 or nore inhabitants.

3. Law enforcenent vehicles of State or |[ocal
authorities when used in conbi nati on W th red
oscillating, rotating or flashing |ights.

4. Vehicles of local fire departnents and State or

federal firefighting vehicles when wused in conbination
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with red oscillating, rotating or flashing Iights.

5. Vehicles which are designed and used excl usively
as anbul ances or rescue vehicles when used in conbination
W th red oscillating, rotating or flashing 1ights;
furthernore, such lights shall not be |ighted except when
responding to an energency call.

6. Vehicles that are equi pped and used exclusively
as organ transport vehicles when used in conbination with
red osci |l I ating, rotating, or fl ashi ng l'ights;
furthernore, these lights shall only be Iighted when the
transportation is declared an energency by a nmenber of
the transplant teamor a representative of the organ
procur enent organi zation.

7. Vehicles of +the 1Ilinois Emergency Managenent
Agency and vehicles of the Departnent of Nuclear Safety,
when wused in conbination with red oscillating, rotating,
or flashing |ights.

8. Vehicles operated by a |local or county energency

managenent services agency as defined in the 1llinois

Ener gency Managenent Agency Act, when used in conbi nation

with red oscillating, rotating, or flashing |ights.

(c-1) In addition to the blue oscillating, rotating, or
flashing lights permtted under subsection (c), and
notw t hstandi ng subsection (a), a vehicle operated by a
voluntary firefighter may be equipped wth flashing white
headlights and blue grill lights, which may be used only in
respondi ng to an energency call.

(c-2) In addition to the blue oscillating, rotating, or

f1 ashi ng i ghts permtted under subsection (c), and

notw t hst andi ng subsection (a), a vehicle operated by a paid

or unpaid nenber of a local or county energency nmanagenent

services agency as defined in the [11inois Ener gency

Management Agency Act , may be equi pped with white

oscillating, rotating, or flashing lights to be wused in
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combination with blue oscillating, rotating, or flashing

lights, if authorization by local authorities is in witing

and carried in the vehicl e.

(d) The use of a conbination of anber and white
oscillating, rotating or flashing lights, whether |lighted or
unlighted, is prohibited, except notor vehicles or equi pnent
of the State of Illinois, |local authorities and contractors
may be so equipped; furthernore, such lights shall not be
i ghted except while such vehicles are engaged in highway
mai nt enance or construction operations within the limts of
hi ghway construction projects.

(e) Al oscillating, rotating or fl ashi ng lights

referred to in this Section shall be of sufficient intensity,

when illumnated, to be visible at 500 feet in nornal
sunl i ght.

(f) Nothing in this Section shal | pr ohi bi t a
manuf acturer of oscillating, rotating or flashing |ights or

his representative fromtenporarily nounting such lights on a
vehicle for denonstration purposes only.

(g0 Any person violating the provisions of subsections
(a), (b), (c) or (d) of this Section who wthout |aw ul
authority stops or detains or attenpts to stop or detain
anot her person shall be guilty of a Cass 4 felony.

(h) Except as provided in subsection (g) above, any
person violating the provisions of subsections (a) or (c) of
this Section shall be guilty of a Cass A m sdeneanor.
(Source: P.A 91-357, eff. 7-29-99; 92-138, eff. 7-24-01;
92-407, eff. 8-17-01; revised 9-12-01)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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