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AN ACT concerning historic preservation.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois H storic Preservation Agency Act

i s anended by adding Section 20 as foll ows:

(20 1LCS 3405/20 new)

Sec. 20. Freedom Trail Comm ssi on.

(a) Creation. The Freedom Trail Conmission is created

within the Agency. The budgeting, procurenent, and rel ated

functi ons of t he conm SsSi on and adm ni strative

responsibilities for the staff of the connission shall be

perforned under the direction and supervision of the Agency.

(b) Menbership. The conmission shall <consist of 16

menbers, appointed as soon as possible after the effective

date of this amendatory Act of the 93rd General Assenbly. The

menbers shall be appointed as foll ows:

(1) one nenber appointed by the President of the

(2) one nenber appointed by the Senate Mnority

(3) one nenber appointed by the Speaker of the

(4) one nenber appointed by the House Mnority

(5) 9 nenbers appointed by the Governor as foll ows:

(i) 3 nenbers fromthe acadenic comunity who

are know edgeabl e concerni ng Afri can- Aneri can

history:; (ii) one public nenber who is actively

involved in civil rights issues; (iii) one public

menber who i s know edgeable in the field of historic

preservation; (iv) one public nenber who represents
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local conmunities in which the underground railroad

had a significant presence; and (v) 3 nenbers at

large, one of whom shall be a representative of the

DuSable Miseum and one of whom shall be a

representative of the Chicago Historical Society;

(6) the Director of Commerce and Community Affairs,

ex officio, or a designee of the Director;

(7) the State Librarian, ex officio, or a designee

of the State Library; and

(8 the Director of the Historic Pr eservati on

Agency, ex officio, or a designee of that Agency.

Appoi nted nenbers shall serve at the pleasure of the

appoi nting authority.

(c) Election of chairperson; neetings. At its first

meeting, the comm ssion shall elect fromanong its nenbers a

chai rperson and other officers it considers necessary or

appropriate. After its first nmeeting, the conmm ssi on shal

meet at | east quarterly, or nore frequently at the call of

the chairperson or if requested by 7 or nore nmenbers.

(d) Quorum A majority of the nenmbers of the conm ssion

constitute a quorumfor the transaction of business at a

meeting of the commission. A npjority of the nenbers present

and serving is required for official action of t he

conm SsSi on.

(e) Public neeting. The business that the conmmi ssion nmay

perform shall be conducted at a public neeting of the

commi ssion held in conpliance with the Open Meetings Act.

(f) Freedomof information. A witing prepared, owned,

used, in the possession of, or retained by the comm ssion in

the performance of an official function is subject to the

Freedom of I nformati on Act.

(g) Conpensati on. Menbers of the comm ssion shall serve

wi t hout conpensation. However, nenbers of the conmi ssion nmay

be reinbursed for their actual and necessary expenses
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incurred in the performance of their official duties as

menbers of the conm ssi on.

(h) Duties. The conmi ssion shall do the foll ow ng:

(1) Prepare a nmaster plan to pronpote and preserve

the history of the freedomtrail and underground railroad

in the State.

(2) Wrk in conjunction wth State and federal

aut horities to sponsor commenor ati ons, | i nkages,

sem nars, and public forune on the freedom trail and

underground railroad in the State and in neighboring

(3) Assist in and pr onot e t he maki ng of

applications for inclusion in the national and State

registers of historic places for significant historic

pl aces related to the freedomtrail and the underground

railroad in the State.

(4) Assist in devel oping and devel op partnerships

to seek public and private funds to carry out activities

to protect, preserve, and pronpte the |egacy of the

freedomtrail and the underground railroad in the State.

(5) Wrk with the lllinois State Board of Education

to eval uate, conduct research concerning, and develop a

curriculum for wuse in lllinois public schools regarding

the underground railroad, with enphasis on the activities

of the underground railroad within the State.

(i) Report. The conmission shall report its activities

and findings to the General Assenbly by February 1, 2004.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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